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10 Miami twice? 
Well, let’s not get ahead of 
ourselves. Before we jump ahead to 
next season, let’s examine what the 
Heat's title run taught us. 


10 


By Stan McNeal 

Better watch it, guys— 
12 A meeting of the minds I showed in 
naa lohan & cameras The Finals what happens 
wins ace Johan Santana and catcher Joe Mauer when he gets backed 


reveal how they get inside the heads of opponents. 


By Pat Borzi into a corner. 


16 Standing up, standing tall 
and standing out 2 KNOW IT ALL 29 INSIDER 


For their inspired— 
and inspiring—efforts 
in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, 


2 To Know List The soccer powers are 
strutting their stuff in the World Cup. : fs} NFL 

4 On Deck There's plenty of baseball and 44 @ NASCAR 
even some hot dogs. Plus, Bob Hille’s 52 BNBA 


Peyton Manning and Starting 5. 53 
Chris Duhon share 6 Your Turn Kobe or D-Wade? 
the No. 1 spot on 7 Sports Talk with ... Gabe Kaplan, 54 Mi COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
SN’s annual list of comedian and TV poker host. 55 Mi FANTASY 
Good Guys in pro Plus, Tools of the Trade. oh: 
sports. By Paul Attner 8 Midnight baseball What happens in 56 DAVE KINDRED 
Alaska ... doesn’t happen anywhere else. Put Buck O'Neil in the Hall, already. 
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Get your 
kicks now 


Imagine a Final Four composed of North 
Carolina, Kansas, Kentucky and UCLA. Think 
that might be a tough ticket? Think a few 
people might want to watch? 

That’s where we're headed in the 2006 
World Cup. 

If you missed the early rounds of the 
world’s greatest sporting event, you need to 
start watching now, with the quarterfinals 
commencing this weekend. You will not see a 
country the size of Poughkeepsie trying to 
avoid losing, 6-0, to one of the world’s 

heavyweights. You'll see a lot of the 
countries with the greatest World Cup 
histories going, shall we say, toe to toe. 
You'll also see the most passionate 
fans in all of sports, unmatched by 

Cameron Crazies or Bleacher Bums. The 
folks who attend World Cup games sweat 
and hyperventilate along with their teams, 
sing and shout themselves to exhaustion. 

Host Germany has been ridiculously good 
in winning its first four games, with striking 
duo Miroslav Klose and Lukas Podolski 
putting in seven goals combined and their 
team outscoring opponents, 10-2, Germany 
EES bi REG SRATE will play Argentina, led by forward Hernan 


Crespo, in a game that will be good enough 
7,200,000 to be a final. 


ere Although England will not have goals 

ESPN.com’s live leader Michael Owen because of injury, it has 
streaming coverage of last plenty of star power. Striker Wayne Rooney, 
week's U.S.-Ghana match in who looks as though he were searching for 
the World Cup drew an his next bar brawl, appears fully recovered 
Internet-record 7.2 million from a broken foot. His stylistic opposite, the 
users per minute, nearly glamorous David Beckham, bent in a free 
2-million.more than the kick for the lone goal in the second-round 
previous record.of 5.4 million victory that put the English into their second 
Set on.the first day of.this consecutive quarterfinal. 
year's NCAA men’s basketball In 2002, the quarterfinal round included 
tour Tamenk 3 comparative upstarts Senegal, Turkey, South 
oS Korea and (gulp) the United States. This 
World Cup does not have much room for 
mid-major types. —Mike DeCourcy 


MATT DUNHAM / AP 


Bush pays up; sends 1 ton of tasty Texas toast to Ghanaian president >> U.S. Soccer chief looking to rebuild around players who can run and kick 
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TELEVISION 
More from 


Summerall on Tomorrow 


Pat Summerall hasn’t been in an NFL 
broadcast booth since a brief stint at ESPN 
in 2004, but he never ventures far from 
football. After being inspired by the 
performance of 5A Division II state 
champion Carroll High in Southlake, Texas, 
last fall, the veteran broadcaster and 


Southlake resident will 
serve as host and 
advisor for Sports Stars 
of Tomorrow, a 
nationally syndicated 
show that profiles some 
of the nation’s best high 
school athletes. 

“It was a chance to 
do a high school show 


Hf i's good and remain in 
football, Broadcasting? 
Samuntell Be Say 
still loves it. ummerall, who wi 


debut as host in 


September. “I watched the games (at 
Carroll) and saw how high school football 
had made so much progress. The game is 
so advanced, and their offense is maybe 
more sophisticated than some of the 


professional teams’” 


The show airs on over 50 stations, and 
its website (sportsstarsoftomorrow.com) 
has video clips of numerous major-college 
football and basketball recruits. 


11 schools, 


—Seth Elkin 


one channel 


In announcing last week the launch of 
the Big Ten Channel, league commissioner 
Jim Delany called it “a destination for all 
things Big Ten.” Well, not all things. That 
little football game between Ohio State 
and Michigan still is going to be on network 
TV, along with dozens of football games on 
ABC and ESPN and plenty of men’s 
basketball games on ABC, CBS and the 


various ESPN channels. 
But the Big Ten Channel is a 


revolutionary development. Already, it will 
be part of DirecTV's base programming 
package. The league hopes cable 
companies will agree to make it part of 
their “expanded basic” lineups. It will take 
the conference out of the business of 


syndicating games to local TV. 


That means fewer free broadcasts but 
more broadcasts overall. Annual TV 
exposure for the Big Ten’s sporting events 


will more than double. —M.D. 
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THE NHES FREE-AGENT SEASON 


‘Sticks and moves 


It took the Hurricanes nine years to win the Stanley 
Cup—27 if you count the franchise’s NHL beginnings in 
Hartford. Too bad so many of the guys who won it last week 
won't be on hand in October when the banner is raised. 

Free-agent developments will break up the Canes—and the 
Oilers, who lost in the finals. In fact, team makeovers will be common 
beginning Saturday when another free-agent class hits the market. 
Shorter contracts and the salary cap will conspire to rearrange more than 
the top two teams. 

Who is hitting the market? The group could include Doug Weight, Mark Recchi, 
Aaron Ward, Glenn Wesley and Matt Cullen of the Hurricanes. Oilers free agents 
include Dwayne Roloson, Sergei Samsonov, Michael Peca and Fernando Pisani. 

Devils forward Patrik Elias figures to be the most 


coveted free agent. The Senators face a choice between With or without 
defensemen Zdeno Chara and Wade Redden. Sabres Recchi, the & 
stalwart Jay McKee could depart. Will the Avalanche keep champs will look . Fa 
Rob Blake? Will Ed Jovanovski flee Vancouver? a lot different a E 
Tune in Saturday. —Ray Slover next season. . FS 
[=] 


VIDEO GAMES 


Ready! Set! 
Call the capologist! 


If you're the kind of football fan who loves 
minute details, NFL Head Coach ($39.99) 
from EA Sports will keep you occupied for 
hours. A better name for the game would be 
Head Coach & G.M. In addition to the X’s and 
O's, you also hire and fire assistant coaches 
and manage the salary cap. 

The career mode starts you off interviewing 
for jobs after the Super Bowl. You quickly get 
hired and launch into the 
tedious offseason 
schedule, which includes 


GET IT BEFORE IT’S (AHEM) HOT 


What's next, 
Shakespeare in the park? 


If some sportswriter is going to record a CD, it might as 
well be Peter Gammons. After all, it was Gammons, a Hall 
of Fame baseball writer, who led the charge of ink-stained 
wretches to the airwaves when he began appearing on 
ESPN in 1988. 

July 4 marks the release of 
Never Slow Down, Never Grow 
Old, Gammons’ debut album. He 
sings lead vocals and plays 
electric guitar on 12 songs, an 
intriguing collection of rock and 
blues covers of such artists as 


day after day of meetings Warren Zevon, Chuck Berry, Buddy 
and practices. By the Holly and The Clash. And the truth ‘ 
time you get to the is, it’s better than you'd think. Yeah, that Peter 


annual Scouting 
Combine, you'll be 
tempted to skip ahead 
and start the season. 

Once you finally get onto the field, you call 
plays and decide when to pull players aside to 
motivate them and when to implement 
strategy. You can make presnap adjustments, 
though it’s tough to do on defense; the 
offense might snap the ball before you finish. 

But if you just want to line up and knock 
the tar out of someone, Madden 07 is due 
out in August. —S.E. 


Gammons does a fine job on Gammons. 
guitar. His voice, somewhat of a blend of Eric Clapton on a 
bad day and Randy Newman on a good one, is 
serviceable. In baseball terms, his singing skills lie 
somewhere between Tim Wakefield and Lenny DiNardo, 
who are among several players providing background 
vocals. Gammons wisely assembled some very good 
professional musicians to surround him, too, including 
George Thorogood. 

All proceeds from sales will go to the Foundation To Be 
Named Later, which aids disadvantaged youth in the 
Boston area. —Mike Nahrstedt 


Knicks hire Bruce Arena as special consultant >> ‘I hate everybody, Guillen explains >> Mickelson says ‘nightmare’ is finally over; $3.4 million found under mattress helps 
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ON 


| GOTTA SEE All times Eastern 


SAT 


The Mets and Yankees (1:20 p.m., FOX) are at it again. Their 
series in May was closer than Flushing is to the Bronx—three 


1-run games, with two going the Metropolitans’ way. 

i@ Things figure to get wild after dark at Daytona in the 

Pepsi 400 (7:30 p.m., FOX). Tony Stewart slapped around the 
field last year as he led 151 of the 160 laps—and he trailed 
those nine only because he stopped off for beef jerky. 


SUN 


Here's guessing that if Annika 
Sorenstam takes a 2-stroke lead 
into the final four holes at the U.S. 
Women’s Open (3 p.m., NBC), 
she'll know how to close the deal. 
@ The All-Star Game Selection 
Show (7 p.m., ESPN) identifies the 
American Leaguers who get to kick 
the crap out of this year’s N.L. 
representatives. 


MON 


FOX Sports Net launches Final 
Score (11:30 p.m.), and the 
company line is that the show will 
differ from SportsCenter because 
the highlights—not the anchors—are 
the stars. Count the catchphrases 
and decide for yourself. 


Beet 
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‘Yeah, I’m gonna drink Coke in my car at the 


vai \y 


Pepsi 400. You got a problem with that?’ 


TUE 


Watch some 125-pound piece 


of dental floss wolf down his 
weight in wieners at the 
Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating 
Contest (noon, ESPN). Then 
you won't feel so bad as you 
plow through Uncle Paulie’s 
backyard spread later in the 
afternoon. Save a Bomb Pop 
for me! 


DIANE BONDAREFF / AP 
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How do they stay so 
skinny? 


[fers SRETEEE Got Edwards’ and 


In the July 14 issue 


» Waltrip’s takes on 
life, love and ... 
oh, yeah, racin’. 


Baby ballers. the NBA age minimum ought to help the 
college game in the long run, but the best high school player 
in the Class of 2007 might not even go to school, let alone 
stay there. Why would 0. Mayo take his game straight 
overseas or into a developmental league? And if he does, who 
will take his place as the No. 1 prospect in America? Our 
summer hoops preview will answer those questions and get 
you up to speed on which programs have a jump on the 


competition. 


@ Call it Slashmania: A bunch of NFL teams have young 
players they hope will fill a Randle El-type role this season. 

i Old-school Darrell Waltrip and new-school Carl Edwards 
hunker down for some deep-thought sharing about their sport. 
@ It’s that time already: our MLB second half preview. 
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WED 


Wimbledon (1 p.m., ESPN2) coverage 
rolls on, but if the men’s side is lacking 


sizzle (psst, 


’s gonna win), 


then flip over for 
SportsCentury 
retrospectives on 
Arthur Ashe and 
Johnny Mac (2 and 


3 p.m., ESPN Classic). 
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HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


KEVIN LAMARQUE / AP 


Now it’s the graybeards’ turn, with Round 1 
of the U.S. Senior Open (2 p.m., ESPN) 


at Prairie Dunes in Hutchinson, Kan. 
Organizers are calling this the largest 
international sporting event in Kansas’ 


history, so take it lightly at your own risk. 


—Kyle Veltrop 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT Al 


BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


Roger 

Clemens. His 

return could 
make the Astros one 
of the best teams in 
the N.L. By my 
interleague 
converter, that gives 
them a slight edge 
over Pawtucket. 


The World 

Cup. Some 

showing for 
the ol’ U.S. of A. 
That, my fellow 
Americans, is why 
we don't let the 
world into our “world 
championships.’ 


The Knicks. 

Isiah Thomas 

is replacing 
Larry Brown, the 
self-proclaimed 
“dead man walking?” 
which means Knicks 
fans apparently are 
facing life without 
parole. 


George 

Mitchell. |'m 

guessing his 
investigation will end 
up batting about 
.200, or as it’s known 
in performance- 
enhancing 
drug/ baseball 
foot-dragging circles: 
the Gene Orza line. 


Forgive fans 
in Miami. They know 
how to celebrate a 
title—it’s the lack of 
a roster fire sale 
right afterward that 
might take some 
getting used to. 


findyour favor at absaliit.com- 
—— mt 
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Posted by Alexus3772: 


| can’t watch this anymore; | can’t stand 
this anymore; | can’t believe this anymore! 
What the heck has happened to the Braves’ 
pitching? It used to keep them in games 
and win division championships but not 
anymore. I've been a Braves fan since 1991, 
when my beloved Twinkies faced them in the 
World Series. During that series, | came to 
actually like and respect the Braves. 

Some of the Braves pitchers of the past 
must be choking over how this staff is 

< stinking | it up. John ‘Smoltz is at the tail end 


é And they said hockey would never 


@ What will you remember most 
about the NBA Finals: Heat won, 
Mavs lost or the refs? My guess 
is the refs. The Heat deserved to 
win. It sucks that their 
performance gets tarnished like 
this. —R | OT via 
SportingNews.com 


@ That was the worst-officiated 
series ever. It's amazing that in 
the final four games we could 
hear the refs’ whistles at all, 
what with their heads implanted 
in Dwyane Wade's butt. 
—M2-—-Electric Bugaloo via 
SportingNews.com 


@ So Mark Cuban got fined 
$250,000? That is chump 
change to him! He is just like 
every spoiled rich kid | have ever 
known. He throws a temper 
tantrum every time things don't 
go his way. | hope to see the day 
when he runs his mouth to the 
wrong man and gets cold-cocked 
with a right hook to the jaw. 
—RR4Duke via SportingNews.com 


@ Hockey is a sport you have to 
see in person before you can 
follow it on TV. But once you have 
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yourturn@sportingnews.com 


You know the old saying: 
Hockey is finer in Carolina. 


been to a hockey game, it’s all 
over. You will become an all-out 
hockey fan because you have 
never witnessed anything like it 
before. Joe Buck (SN, June 23) 
described exactly what it is 
like. —Brownstown06 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ In no other sport does the 
All-Star Game impact the regular 
or postseason. | understand that 
baseball is determined to make 
the game relevant, but affording 
the winning league home-field 
advantage for the World Series is 
taking things too far. —jameeman 
via SportingNews.com 


work in Carolina. 


—Burghers via SportingNews.com 


RYAN REMIORZ / AP 


@ Am | the only one who 
understands the significance 
of the World Cup? The Ivory 
Coast stopped a civil war to 
cheer for its team. They halted 
a civil war! The World Cup 
unifies a nation, stops a war 
and is very entertaining. 
—stuturf15 via e-mail 


@ | can’t believe this many 
people are into soccer! | wish | 
could sit down and watch a 
game all the way through, but 
after a few minutes | get an itchy 


trigger finger on my remote hand. 


| have the attention span of a 
gnat. —LakerKev via 
SportingNews.com 


POLLING PLACE 


We know what Shaq says, but iia do you think 


RADIOXSTAR 


that Dwyane 
Wade is the 
next Jordan 


as the next Jordan. But | haven't 
seen a player take over a series 
like Wade did since Michael 
retired. He has stepped into elite 
company. Despite my frustration 


watch during The Finals’ —Tim in 
Dallas on the David Stein Show 


is better—Kobe Bryant or Dwyane Wade? 


SPORTINGNEWS.COM USERS 


Bryant Wade 


SPORTING NEWS STAFF 


Bryant Wade 


What's that in 
the distance? 
A time share 
in Florida, 
that’s what. 


Cc iM Cc BLOG LIKE THE PROS 


_ STEVE MITCHELL / AP 


ear 


| Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 


‘I’m not saying 


because there 
is no such thing 


with the Mavs, Wade was special to 


BOB LEVERONE / SN (2) 


of his career, Tim Hudson has been a 
disappointment since he arrived, and the 
rest of the bunch are nameless faces who 
are an opposing hitter’s dream. I’m so 
disenfranchised that I'm on the verge of 
giving up on this team and rooting for only 
the Twinkies. At least their pitchers can keep 
them in a game. You can’t say the same 
about the Braves’ rotation. | don’t see this 
team making a comeback anytime soon. 


To see more of Alexus3772's blog, and 
visit SPORTINGBLOGS at 


\ 


with Gabe Kaplan 


Comedian, gambler, host of the Intercontinental 
Poker Championship series on CBS 


CHARLES BENNETT /AP 


SN: Are you a better poker player or commentator? 

KAPLAN: Probably a better commentator because everybody's better 
when you can see what the other players have. That's what the success of 
TV poker is all about. 

SN: Who's the best player in the world? 

KAPLAN: The people who play in the highest cash games at the Bellagio 
(in Las Vegas). Doyle 
Brunson, Phil Ivey, Johnny 
Chan-—they’re threatened 
in every hand with losing 
a lot of money. 

SN: Are all these young 
guys as good as the old 
guard? 

KAPLAN: Younger 
players are more brash. TV 
affects the way they play, 
too. They don’t want to be 
pushed around. The result 
is good television but not 
the safe way to play. 

SN: Here's one I’m sure 
you've never heard before: 
Is poker a sport? 

KAPLAN: | don’t know, but | like any sport where you can eat a hot dog 
and drink a beer while you're playing. 

SN: | miss the hell out of Welcome Back, Kotter. 

KAPLAN: People don't realize that when | first created the show, it was 
based on my four best friends in high school in Brooklyn—one was Puerto 
Rican, one Afro-American, one Polish, one Italian. We weren't like a clique 
because no one else was trying to get in, but we were a tight group. 

SN: What would be a deader giveaway at a poker table—Barbarino’s 
“What? When? Where?” routine or Horshack’s snorty laugh? 

KAPLAN: It doesn’t seem like either one of those guys would be any 
good at poker. I'd hate to play Mr. Woodman, though. It would be hard to 
steal many reads from him. —Steve Greenberg 


= e iy f 

Mr. Kotter could see right through the 
likes of Barbarino. It’s a little more 
challenging for Kaplan at a poker table. 


ABC / GETTY IMAGES 


Hitters beware: Jennings has an iPod— 


and he ain’t afraid to use it. 


Studying just got easier 


Rockies starting pitcher Jason 
Jennings has found a way to mix 
business and pleasure. The 
same sleek, black-cased video 
iPod that stores his country 
music videos and tunes from his 
favorite group, Rascal Flatts, also 
is programmed with video of 
batters he has faced this season. 

Fifteen Rockies have 
purchased video iPods since 
spring training, when the team’s 
video coordinators, Mike 
Hamilton and Brian Jones, 
discovered a way to make the 
video room pocket-sized and 
portable. On the 60-gigabyte 
version, Hamilton and Jones 
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can load up to 
five seasons of 
at-bats or starts. 

Jennings 
saves the starts 
he has made 
against teams 
he'll face again 
this season. 

First baseman 
Todd Helton 
stores by month 
his more than 
1,500 hits since 
the start of the 
1998 season. 

Second 
baseman Jamey 
Carroll, the first 
to purchase a 
video iPod and 
bring it to 
Hamilton, keeps 
all his at-bats 
this season so 
he can compare his hits with 
his outs. 

“You can check things out 
whenever you want,” Carroll 
says. “You have it at home; you 
have it more at your disposal.” 

The Rockies have purchased 
video iPods for several front 
office members and scouts, 
who earlier this month used the 
technology to compare 
prospective draft picks. 

“I think it’s only going to get 
bigger,” says Hamilton, who 
already has been contacted 
about the idea by the Marlins, 
Mariners, Braves and Pirates. 

—David Robb 


DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP 


For one long, sunny night every year, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, is the baseball capital of America 


Fairbanks, Alaska, requires 
toughness. Living on the 65th 
parallel, you don’t exactly spend 
time thinking about how the 
petunias are coming along. The 
average high temperature in 
January is 2-below. Extension 
cords dangle out of car grills, and 
most parking spaces are 
equipped with electrical outlets. 
That’s because if you parked for 
a few hours during an Alaska 
winter without plugging in, your 
engine would become an Ice Pop. 

Mother Nature hung a Keep 
Out sign here, and most of 
humanity listened. The 


The Goldpanners have been the 


hosts of the game (first played in 


1906) since 1960, and Chu soon 
learned he wasn’t just adjusting 
to America—he was adjusting 
to Alaska. But when 
Goldpanners starter Chris 
Kissock threw his first pitch 
against Beatrice (Neb.) at 
Growden Memorial Park, it was 
10:27 p.m. and sunny, with the 
temperature in the 50s. By the 
seventh-inning stretch, it was 
11:43 and still sunny. 

At 12:31, Chu fought fatigue 
and doubled in the bottom of the 
10th to give the Goldpanners a 


population of 2-1 win. “It’s 
Fairbanks, oe weird,” Chu 
Alaska’s The Midnight Sun says. “I never 
third-largest city, ; thought I'd play 
is 30,000. That's game Is baseball a day game that 
a couple of city u ly ends at 1 a.m. It 
es circumstances, eas 
Manhattan. But even the toughest Tough. 
there’s evidence Exactly. The 
that Alaskans that Alaska offers. Midnight Sun 


are not daft. 
After all, even here, they find 
ways to play baseball. 

In the early 1900s, on Alaska’s 
southern tip, locals built a field 
on the tidal flats of Ketchikan 
Creek. When the tide was high, 
the field was underwater. At low 
tide, they played. In Barrow, on 
Alaska’s northern tip, there’s a 
field with a road through right 
field. The right fielder has the 
right of way on a batted ball. 
And in Fairbanks, on every 
summer solstice, they play the 
Midnight Sun game. It starts on 
June 21 and ends June 22, no 
lights allowed. 

That was confusing for Chu 
Yuan-Chin, a 19-year-old 
Taiwanese outfielder for the 
Goldpanners, Fairbanks’ entry in 
the Alaska Baseball League—a 
respected summer training 
ground for U.S. college players. 
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game is baseball 

under any circumstances, even 
the toughest that Alaska offers. 
Don Dennis, the Goldpanners’ 
general manager, was attracted 
to the team by a tough situation. 
In 1967, he was working with a 
team in Grand Junction, Colo., 
when the Goldpanners’ field 
flooded. In need of help, team 
founder Red Boucher lured 
Dennis to straighten out the 
Goldpanners. Dennis never left. 

One of Dennis’ heroes is a 
tough SOB, Gutzon Borglum, the 
man who created Mount 
Rushmore. The sculpture is nice, 
but Dennis reveres him because 
he’s a kindred spirit. When 
Borglum recruited workers, not 
only did they have to be the 
finest in their field but they had 
to play baseball. 

When the Taiwanese national 
team visited Fairbanks for 
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Summer | 


A beautiful date for baseball: Where else—and when else—could you 
catch a barbecue, a ballgame and a rainbow just before midnight? 


pre-Olympic work in 1984, how 
do you suppose Dennis housed 
them? The Fairbanks Ritz? Nope; 
he bought used trailers that had 
housed workers on the Alaska 
Pipeline. They’re still home for 
visiting teams. 

Fairbanks players are given 
$800 for the summer and are set 
up with host families. Part of 
their duties include field 


maintenance at 1] a.m. 
(Outfielder Jordan Mayer 
bemoans, “They pushed it 

back for the midnight game— 
all the way to noon.”) Veterans 
of the Goldpanners would scoff. 
Used to be, players got summer 
jobs. Rugged catcher Bob Boone 
worked at a lumberyard. Dan 
Pastorini—later a quarterback in 
the NFL—spent the summer of 
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1968 wrestling barrels for 
Standard Oil. 

Obviously, there is value in 
Fairbanks toughness. The team 
has produced almost 200 major 
leaguers. Dave Winfield was 
better known as a basketball 
player before his stint in 1971. 
Tom Seaver was a junior college 
kid in 1964. Alvin Davis and 
Harold Reynolds forged a 
Fairbanks friendship before they 
became Mariners teammates. 
BALCO did not exist when Barry 
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Bonds played for the Goldpanners 
in 1983 nor when Jason Giambi 
was with the team in 1990. 
When Winfield made his 
induction speech at the Hall of 
Fame in 2001, he reflected on his 
time in Alaska. He listed three 
favorite things: “To get a chance 
to win, climb mountains and go 
dogsledding in the winter.” 
Mountains, dogsledding and 
winning baseball games. Those 
Alaskans do some tough things. 
—Sean Deveney 
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Well, let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves. 
Before we jump 
ahead to next 
season, let's 
examine what the 
Heat's title run 
taught us. 

By Stan McNeal 


Dwyane Wade is standing on 
top of the world. Well, not really, 
but it sure seems that way. Wade 
actually is standing on a chair ina 
corner of the Heat’s locker room, 
towering above the media 
crammed in front of him. Nearly 
an hour has passed since Wade 
delivered the Heat its first NBA 
championship, and he clearly is 
enjoying the moment. “Hey, 
McAdoo,” he shouts across the 
room. “You got one of these?” 
Wade is talking about the Finals 
MVP trophy tucked in his locker 
and, from his wily grin, you can 
tell he already knows the answer. 
Bob McAdoo, Heat assistant 
coach and member of two Lakers 
title teams, smiles back and isn’t 
the least bit bothered. His answer 
is no. 

After all, not many players— 
including Hall of Famers such as 
McAdoo—have the game's most 
prized trophy in their collections. 
Besides Wade, among active 
players there's only Shaquille 
O'Neal, Tim Duncan and 
Chauncey Billups. The club does 
not include Kobe Bryant or 
LeBron James, a point to 
remember the next time you're 
arguing about who’s the NBA's 
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best player. Those debates 
always come down to who's 
flapping his gums, anyway. 
Kobe fans insist Kobe is the 
best, and LeBron’s people 
disagree. But this you can’t 
argue: Wade has the Finals 
MVP trophy. Everyone else 
has next year. 

So what did The Finals 
teach us besides that—at 
least for the offseason— 
Wade gets to be the latest 
(and most legit?) “next 
Michael Jordan”? 

Experience matters. Next 
time, Mavericks coach Avery 
Johnson will not be so 
emotional when criticizing 
the officiating and Mavs 
forward Josh Howard will 
know when to call a timeout. 
If Johnson was trying to 
defend his team by focusing 


his rage on the refs, he failed. 


Hopefully, he learned that 


too much complaining makes 
it too easy for his players to 
use the refs as an excuse. 

Gary Payton should retire. 
He has his ring. Now he 
should realize that making an 
open jumper and a scoop 
shot, even in crunch time, 
doesn’t mean he’s still a 
good player. Future Hall of 
Famers should not end their 
careers playing in garbage 
time. 

The Mavs should let Jason 
Terry walk. Terry likely 
earned a big payday with his 
streaky shooting, but it 
shouldn’t come from the 
Mavs. They would be better 
off giving his minutes to 
Devin Harris, Marquis 
Daniels and a true point 
guard they could find on the 
free-agent market, such as 
Speedy Claxton. The Mavs, 
however, say re-upping Terry 


is their No. 1 offseason 
priority. 

Shaq is not the main man. 
Even after Wade had 
outscored Shaq, 157-60, in 
the four Heat victories, the 
Mavericks said they didn’t 
double-team Wade more 
because they had to pay so 
much attention to Shaq. “If 
you don’t double-team him, 
he’s going to walk you under 
the basket and score every 
time,” was how Dirk Nowitzki 
put it. Given how the league’s 
emphasis on calling 
perimeter fouls has changed 
the game—allowing wing 
players better scoring 
opportunities than post 
players—teams should 
rethink their defensive ways 
when playing the Heat. 
Especially when Shaq will be 
a year older and Wade will be 
a year better. 


2 One good year could lead to an even better one 


Based on three of today’s most popular 
barometers—TV ratings (The Finals were 
up 12 percent over last year), Internet 
sales (NBAstore.com set a sales record 
after the Heat’s victory) and talk show 
buzz (even in baseball-mad St. Louis, local 
radio hosts spent time screaming about 
Mark Cuban)—the NBA's standing in the 
sports world is moving up. And if the 
league follows our advice, its popularity 


will continue to climb. 


Don’t allow copycats. Because champs 
often are imitated, the Heat's title could 
result in more teams focusing on a 
defense-minded, halfcourt game. Not good. 
To show off all of its young stars, the 
league needs more free-flowing offenses 


such as the Mavericks’. 


Make The Finals an event. Cuban wants 


to see The Finals turn into basketball’s 
Super Bowl. That’s a reach, but The Finals 
could benefit from becoming more like the 
NBA All-Star Game. Those games are as 
much about the parties as the play. “You 
go to the All-Star Game, there’s 90 
celebrities throwing parties that everyone 
wants to go to,” Cuban says. “Even though 
there’s not as much preparation time, it 
should be the exact same thing with The 


Finals. You want to maintain that buzz.” 


Improve the officiating. Yes, the Mavs 
had reason to whine. Wade should not 
have been able to win Game 5 with free 
throws, not after that tap on the wrist. But 
that’s all you'll find on the refs here. You 
want more, go to blogmaverick.com, 


where Cuban has a little to say on the 


subject. 


3 Wade—did we mention him?—isn't M.J., but he’s off to a nice start 


A comparison of Michael Jordan and Dwyane Wade in their first Finals: 


Michael Jordan 


28 


31.2 


Too selfish 


28-33 (84.8 percent) 


“He's the best player 
ever.’ —Magic Johnson 


Age 


Reputation going in 
Points per game* 


63-113 (55.8 percent) | Field-goal shooting | 65-139 (46.7 percent) 
Free throw shooting | 75-97 (77.3 percent) 


“He's the best, this 
year.’ —Shaquille O'Neal 


Post-title rave 


*Jordan’s Bulls beat the Lakers in five games; Wade's Heat beat the Mavericks in six. 


Dwyane Wade 


Not quite 
Kobe or LeBron 


24 


34.7 
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2006-07 power poll 


{ ¢ 1. Mavericks. They broke through with a 

= young team and will be better next year. 

2. Suns. Add the best young big man to a 
Western Conference finalist and you could have 
a title team. 

™ 3. Heat. Shaq is easing into old age but 
ws likely will have another productive year or two. 
SS) 4. Pistons. Flip Saunders has a summer to 
~ figure out a puzzling playoff meltdown. 

5, Spurs. The Duncan-Ginobili-Parker trio 
endures. 
‘ivesxs G. Clippers. One-hit wonder? We'll know 
- when we see what happens with Sam Cassell. 
i; 7. Cavaliers. The next step: determining 


PH 


. for LeBron. 

~- 0) 8. Nuggets. Trading Kenyon Martin is an 

— option, but this team needs shooters (still). 

9. Nets. Upgrades are needed in the 
frontcourt and on the bench. 

10. Kings. Fiery Eric Musselman and feisty 
Ron Artest together? This should be good. 

11. Grizzlies. The three-year playoff streak is 
alive. So is the 12-game playoff losing streak. 
12. Pacers. They need a healthy, 
incident-free season. 

13. Jazz. If their young frontcourt stays on the 
floor, they'll make the playoffs. 

"14, Rockets. Jeff Van Gundy’s less than 


plenty of cap space can’t hurt. 
17. Lakers. They changed their style in the 
playoffs, when Kobe shared the ball. Now 
what? 
; 18. Hornets. Chris Paul's greatest 
achievement: giving a battered franchise hope. 
19. Timberwolves. No franchise has done 
more to let its superstar down. 
20. Magic. Dwight Howard is the East's best 
— young big man. Darko? We'll see. 
i) 21. Warriors. Stop us if you've heard this— 
lots of good players, lots of potential, this could 

Roy. be their year ... 

“7 22. Bucks. It's time to let Andrew Bogut step 
up and shine. 
23. SuperSonics. Whatever personnel 
changes are made, they must figure out how to 
pe defend. 
Ee ) 24. Celtics. Ainge’s five-year plan heads into 
Mi” Year 4. A championship can’t be far away. 
y. Right? 

#82 25. Raptors. The rebuilding has begun, but 
how long will it take? 
26. Knicks. Talent? There’s some. Issues? So 
_many. Why does Isiah still have a job? 


5 28. Hawks. A quality point guard would bring 
quick improvement. 
29. Bobcats. One more year and they'll be 
able to spend some free-agent loot. 
G 30. Trail Blazers, What once was a playoff 
team with bad characters now is just a bad 
team with bad characters. —Sean Deveney 
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hen Twins 

lefthander 

Johan Santana 

pitches, hitters 

usually are in for 
a rough day. The 2004 A.L. 
Cy Young Award winner 
and last year’s major 
league strikeouts leader is 
on pace for another big 
season. 

On June 13 at the 
Metrodome, Santana 
matched up with the Red 
Sox’s Curt Schilling in one 
of the marquee pitching 
duels of the season’s first 
half. The next day, Santana 
and catcher Joe Mauer sat 
down with the SPORTING 
News to go inside Santana’s 
start and provide a rare 
glimpse of how an elite 


pitcher thinks his Santana spot the pitch 
way through a Sam where he wants it? 


game against one 
of the toughest 
lineups in baseball. 


The test run 


Before the game, Santana and 
Mauer meet to go over their game 
plan. Santana, as is his custom, 
doesn’t study video or read 
scouting reports. No matter who 
he’s facing, Santana focuses more 
on using his strengths than on 
exploiting opponents’ 
weaknesses. 

“When we go into our scouting 
meetings and talk about how 
we're going to attack hitters, he 
doesn’t listen to that,” Twins 
pitching coach Rick Anderson 
says. 

Later, Mauer heads to the 
bullpen to catch Santana’s 
warmup. Santana feels only “OK” 
at the beginning. 

“I didn’t feel like 1 was at my 
best,” he says. “But as I was 
warming up, I felt better and 
better and better.” 

“Usually I have a pretty good 
idea of what he has in the 
bullpen,” Mauer says. “I could tell 
his change and his fastball were 
going to be pretty good.” 

With Schilling taking the ball 
for Boston, they need to be. 
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GA him on the corners? 


A meeting 
of the minds 


Twins ace and catcher 
reveal how they get inside the heads of opponents 
By Pat Borzi 


Establish 
the fastball 


Everything works off the 
fastball for Santana. From the 
outset, he and Mauer need to 

know two things: 1) Can 


2) What will home plate 
umpire Jeff Nelson give 


“I want to make sure 
my two-seam fastball is 
working,” Santana says. “That's 
my best pitch, and it’s going to 
make my other pitches look even 
better. That’s what I try to do all 
the time.” 

Santana opens with a pair of 
two-seamers that Coco Crisp 
takes for strikes—the first on the 
outside corner, the second at the 
knees. Crisp fouls back a 
four-seamer at the letters, then 
flails at a changeup for Strike 3. 

Nelson's strike zone is fair— 
not tight but not overly generous. 
Santana can work with this. 

Against Mark Loretta, Santana 
misses down and in with a 
two-seamer, then throws a 
two-seamer for a strike on the 
outside corner and another one 
that is fouled off. Mauer has 
Santana bounce a slider to see if 
Loretta will chase it. He doesn’t, 
but Loretta can’t hold up on the 
changeup that comes next. E a. - 

Next up is David Ortiz, a : 
former teammate of Santana and ths 
the A.L.’s RBI leader. Ortiz comes 
into the game 0-for-3 in his career 
against Santana. He’s ready for a 
first-pitch fastball and gets it, but 
he pulls it hard and foul. 


ieee 


Santana’s fastballs to Crisp and 
Loretta were 92 or 93 mph, but he 
dials up his first pitch to Ortiz to 
95—which it better be if he wants 
to challenge Ortiz down and in. 
Ortiz fouls off another 95-mph 
fastball inside. He is set up for the 
change, just as Crisp and Loretta 


were, but Mauer decides to go 
another way. “Maybe he was 
watching, maybe not,” Mauer 
says. “We just thought we'd take a 
shot at the outside corner, come 
with another fastball and see 
what happened.” Ortiz takes a 
two-seam fastball for Strike 3. 


NICK LAHAM/GETTY IMAGES (2) 


“If we missed there, we would 
have gone to something off-speed,” 
Mauer says. “But he put it right on 
the corner. Ortiz was probably 
thinking something else.” 

“That situation, you're facing 
one of the best hitters in the 
game,” Santana says. “I’ve got to 
go with my best pitch, especially 
early in the game. I figured he was 
looking for something else, not a 
fastball.” 

Anderson appreciates how 
Santana thinks along with a hitter. 

“A lot of times he'll go out and 
throw a guy five straight fastballs. 
He'll come back to the dugout, 
and I'll say, ‘Did you see him 
sitting on the changeup?’ And 
he'll say, “Yeah, I noticed that.’ He 
has a sense of what the hitter is 
trying to do.” 

All but two Red Sox hitters take 
the first pitch the first time 
through the lineup, which makes 
it easy for Santana to get 
ahead in counts. He goes 
0-1 on eight of the first 
nine batters. He strikes 
out the first five and six 
of the first seven; on 
each of those strikeouts, 
he gets ahead, 0-2 or 1-2. 

He runs into trouble 
in the third inning after 
he shakes off Mauer for 
the only time in the 
game. Santana throws a 
2-2 fastball to Trot 
Nixon, who drives the 
pitch to left-center for a double. 
Santana says he doesn’t 
remember what Mauer originally 
called, and Mauer won't say. 

“I feel really good with him 
when I'm thinking what to put 
down,” Mauer says. “Usually the 
only times I get shakeoffs is when 
it’s 1-2 or 0-2 and he wants to 
finish the batter right away 
instead of setting him up with 
another pitch. Sometimes he 
shakes me off to put something in 
the batter’s head.” 

Alex Gonzalez follows Nixon’s 
double with a single to left, which 
puts runners at the corners with 
one out. Schilling is pitching well, 
so Santana knows he can’t afford 
to give up anything. 

Crisp fouls a first-pitch fastball 
into a speaker suspended above 
the third base line. The ball does 
not come down. Laughter runs 
through the crowd and breaks 
the tension. 

Santana bounces a changeup, 
then throws a slider for a 
swinging strike. Santana goes to a 


slide step to deliver his next 
pitch, a changeup that Crisp 
swings over for a strikeout. 
Santana believes the slide step 
messed up Crisp’s timing. “That’s 
the second out,” he says. “Now 
I've got to stay aggressive.” 

He throws three inside 
fastballs to Loretta; the last one 
produces an inning-ending 
popup. 


Get into the mix 


In the fourth inning, Santana 
and Mauer begin to vary their 
pattern to keep Sox hitters from 
guessing along. Mauer calls for a 
1-1 change to Ortiz, who’s leading 
off the inning. Ortiz, fooled, 
misses mightily and walks out of 
the box, disgusted. 

“| had to show him I could 
throw the pitch to lefties,” 
Santana says. “I was throwing 
fastballs by him, and he was 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Santana throws four pitches for 
strikes—four- and two-seam fastballs between 
92 and 95 mph, a slider/curve in the 84- to 
87-mph range and a changeup that’s about 
15 to 20 mph slower than the fastball. The 
changeup is his strikeout pitch; when 
Santana is on, he throws it from the same 
arm angle and release point as his fastball, 
and hitters can’t tell the difference until it’s 
too late. 


fouling them off. That was the 
perfect time to speed him up.” 

Ortiz strikes out swinging at a 
2-2 slider, Santana’s eighth K of 
the night and 1,000th of his career. 

With Manny Ramirez stepping 
in, the savvy Mauer calls for the 
change. Ramirez, expecting a 
fastball, misses it by a foot. 

“I was throwing my fastball for 
strikes early in the count,” 
Santana says. “We figured, OK, 
whatever we throw here, make 
sure it looks just like the fastball.” 

Ramirez eventually fouls out. 
Then Jason Varitek grounds out 
to second base, chasing a 
changeup that is outside and 
about 3 inches off the ground. 

Santana strikes out the side in 
the fifth, but the Red Sox now are 
taking a more aggressive 
approach: All three hitters swing 
at first-pitch fastballs and foul 
them off. Santana figures no one 
is eager to fall behind and deal 
with the changeup. The 
frustration of the Boston hitters 
is becoming evident: With Kevin 
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Oh, what a night: | 


Youkilis batting, 
Nelson gives 
Santana a strike 
on a borderline 
pitch at the knees. 
When Youkilis 

whiffs on a 1-2 
change, he 

snatches his bat 

out of the air and 
yells something. 

“That's the 
point in the game 
where you realize, 
‘Tm doing my job; 
I've got to stay 
with it,’ ” Santana 
says. 

The sixth inning 
moves quickly; 
Santana is back in 
the dugout after 
only five pitches, 
which puts him at 
71 for the game. 

The Twins’ 
bullpen is quiet. 

Mauer briefly 
went back to 
first-pitch fastballs 
after Ramirez's 
mighty hack in the 
fourth inning, but 
in the sixth and 
seventh, he and 
Santana alternate 
first-pitch fastballs 
and changeups. 

With two outs in the 
seventh, Varitek, 
sitting on a first-pitch 
change, guesses right and 
homers to left to give 
Boston a 1-0 lead. 

“We were pounding him in 
early in the game,” Santana 
says. “At that point in the game, 
third at-bat, they'll make some 
adjustments, and that’s why you 
want to move everything up and 
throw the changeup. It stayed in 
the middle pretty much, and he 
put a good swing on it.” 

Mike Lowell grounds out on a 
3-2 change to end the inning. 
Santana is up to 90 pitches, and 
he’s beginning to feel fatigued. 
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The finishing 
touch 


After Michael Cuddyer’s homer 
off Schilling in the bottom of the 
seventh inning ties the game, 
Santana insists he feels fine to 
start the eighth. The radar gun 
indicates otherwise; his fastball 
has slowed to 92 mph. Nixon 
singles on a high slider and 


Santana made it 
easy for anyone 
keeping score— 


baserunners and 
bunches of K’s. 


Gonzalez singles on a fastball 
away, which puts runners on first 
and second base with one out. 

Anderson heads to the mound, 
and Juan Rincon hurriedly begins 
throwing in the bullpen. 

On the mound, Santana and 
Mauer discuss how to get Crisp 
to beat the ball into the ground 
for a double play. They decide to 
go after Crisp with two-seamers 


inside. Both miss, 
and for only the 
second time all 
night Santana 
falls behind a 
hitter, 2-0. 

Mauer asks for 
a two-seamer 
away. Crisp 
smacks a hard 
one-hopper right 
to Santana. 
Knowing Crisp 
runs well, 
Santana wheels 
and guns a throw 
to second base 
that for a 
moment appears 
to have gotten to 
the bag before 
shortstop Juan 
Castro can 
handle it. 

Back in spring 
training, Twins 
manager Ron 
Gardenhire chose 
defense and 
poise over 
offense in giving 
the shortstop job 
to veteran 
utilityman Castro 
rather than 
youngster Jason 
Bartlett. Castro 
appears 
off-balance as he 
hustles to the 
bag, but he snags 

the throw, adjusts 

his footwork and 
snaps a throw to first 
for the double play. 

(After the game, the 
Twins promote 

Bartlett from Class 
AAA Rochester; two 
days later, they 
trade Castro to the 

Reds.) 

Santana is done 

after 102 pitches, 75 for 
strikes. His line: eight 
innings, one earned run, 

five hits, no walks and 13 

strikeouts, one short of his 
career high. He receives a no- 
decision in a game the Twins 
eventually win, 5-2, in 12 innings 
on a grand slam by Jason Kubel. 
“This was one of those games 
where you don't even talk to him. 
It was one of those games where 
you let him alone,” Anderson 
says. “I didn’t say a word to him 
throughout the game. It was a 
no-brainer.” SN 
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For their inspired—and inspiring— 
efforts in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, Deuce 
McAllister, Peyton Manning 

and Chris Duhon share the 

No.1 spot on SN’s annual list 

of Good Guys in pro sports 


T IS NEAR THE END 


of a troubling few hours for 
Deuce McAllister, who has 
been serving as a guide 
through some of the most 
damaged areas of New 
Orleans. Already, he has 
driven through the Lakeview 
District, where water-ravaged 
$1 million brick homes sit 
unoccupied, many with huge 
chunks of their foundations 
ripped off. He has gone past mile 
after mile of abandoned houses 
still showing markings on their 
front doors as an indication of 
how many dead have been found 
inside, and he has seen, piled on 
ground beneath downtown 
overpasses, cars crushed as if 
they were the objects of a monster 
truck event. But even all that has 
not prepared him for this. 
Standing in the middle of a 
street in the city’s Lower 9th 
Ward, a panorama of 
incomprehensible destruction 
unfolds before him. Houses 
turned into hills of matchsticks. 
Cars sitting hundreds of yards 
from where they had been 
parked. Boats far inland from the 


nearest water. It is eerily silent, 
uninhabited, the piles of raw 
rubble, shocking in both their 
scope and horror, extending far 
into the distance—a scene from 
one of those black-and-white film 
clips of bombed-out Germany in 
1945. 

But this is New Orleans in 
mid-May, in living color, nearly 
nine months since Hurricane 
Katrina and the awful flooding it 
generated turned a vibrant city 
upside down. Sixty percent of its 
prehurricane population has not 
returned; so many once lived in 
the impoverished Lower 9th. 
“First thing people think about 
this city is that things have to be 
fine ... it’s been nine months,” 
McAllister says, holding an old 45 
record pulled from amid the 
mess. “But it is not fine. It is far 
from being fine.” 

For a while, McAllister finds it 
difficult to talk. Born in Lena, 
Miss., he has grown to embrace 
New Orleans during his five years 
with the Saints; it is now home. 
But Katrina didn’t crush only New 
Orleans; it also leveled a good 
chunk of the coast of his beloved 


By PAUL ATTNER 
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Their dad is a beloved figure in New Orleans for his on-field exploits with the Saints, but Eli (far left) and 
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Peyton have become heroes in the region for a completely different reason. 


native state, shoving huge casino 
gambling barges into downtown 
Biloxi. So extreme was its 
viciousness that in town after 
town, concrete slabs are the only 
signs that homes once stood 
there. 

McAllister is determined to 
help make a difference. Since 
Katrina, he and his foundation 
have funneled money and 
resources into the Gulf Coast 
region, and he has plans— 
including aiding the New Orleans 
educational system and its 
football programs—that will 
contribute to the ongoing 
recovery efforts. 

But he is not alone among 
professional athletes in 
responding to what happened in 
the Gulf Coast—and the concerns 
about its future. 

Peyton Manning of the Colts 
grew up in New Orleans; his dad, 
Archie, still the most popular 
Saint ever, lives there. Manning 
and his brother, Eli, were among 
the first private citizens to fly 
relief supplies into the New 
Orleans area, and Peyton is one of 
the few athletes these past 
months to channel money into 
treasuries of local private 
organizations struggling to take 
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More than $80 million was contributed by the athletic world to relief and 
recovery efforts after Hurricane Katrina—much of it from these organizations 
and players: 


NEL $28.5 million, including $1.2 million from the Falcons; $1.16 
million from the Jaguars; $1 million each from the Seahawks, Ravens, 
Texans and NFL Players Association; and $800,000 from the Giants, Fans 
donated $5.1 million to teams and another $5 million during a nationally 
televised telethon. 


NBA $15 milion, including $500,000 from the Bucks, $375,000 from 
the Celtics and $1 million from a Heat preseason game. The WNBA also 
contributed. 


MILB $10 mittion, including $245,000 from the Angels and $100,000 
from the Twins. The league office and the players association made an 
initial $1 million joint donation. 


PGA $5 million. 


NHL $3 miltion, including $450,000 from the Ducks and $95,000 from 
the Lightning, which also collected more than 40 truckloads of supplies. 
The league office and the players’ association donated $2 million, including 
$500,000 to help restore cancer treatment facilities in New Orleans. 


NCAA $2.5 milion. 
INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS bavia Toms, goif ($1.5 million); 


Phil Mickelson, golf ($331,000); Kyle Busch, NASCAR ($213,000); 
Larry Hughes, Cavaliers; Kobe Bryant, Lakers, and Carmelo Anthony, 
Nuggets ($100,000 each); Baron Davis, Warriors ($90,000). 

Tom Glavine of the Mets, Jason Varitek of the Red Sox and Eddie 
Kennison of the Chiefs led team fundraising efforts that resulted in 
contributions of $625,000, $510,000 and $168,000, respectively. —PA. 
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care of the needy and unfortunate 
who remain in the city. 

Chris Duhon of the Bulls spent 
his formative years in Slidell, La., 
just across Lake Pontchartrain 
from New Orleans. His high 
school, 5 miles from the lake, was 
destroyed by flood waters that 
rose 8 feet inside the building; 
alligators swam in the gym where 
he once starred. He quickly 
organized a relief effort in 
Chicago that resulted ina 
tractor-trailer full of supplies 
being sent to Slidell within 19 
days of the hurricane. He, too, is 
continuing recovery work; early 
in July, he will return to Slidell for 
two major events: the building of 
the first Habitat for Humanity 
house he is co-funding and his 
annual basketball camp. 

For their magnificent 
involvement and commitment to 
the maddeningly slow Katrina 
relief efforts, McAllister, Manning 
and Duhon share this year’s 
SportinG News No. 1 Good Guy 
award. But they also represent 
something else significant; they 
symbolize the overwhelming 
response to this disaster from pro 
athletes and the major pro 
leagues. Amid an athletic world 
filled with the constant thumping 
of stories about drugs and 
arrests, relaying stupid acts by 
uncaring players, this response 
represents one of sports’ finest 
hours. 

The NFL, MLB, NBA and NHL, 
their teams, players and fans, 
along with entities such as NASCAR 
and the PGA, combined to raise at 
least $62 million for Katrina relief. 
Private donations likely increased 
that total to $80 million or more. 
Notably, the first house built in 
New Orleans post-Katrina, a 
Habitat for Humanity home for a 
low-income family, was funded by 
athletic money—a donation from 
the Hornets. 

So many in the sports world 
stood up and stood out. They 
include: 

@ Kevin Garnett of the 
Timberwolves, who gave 
$1.2 million to build 20 homes in 
the Gulf Coast over two years. 

® The Ravens’ organization, 
Chris Webber of the 76ers and 
Kevin Mawae of the Titans, whose 
independent efforts filled six 
tractor-trailers with relief 
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supplies; LeBron James of the 
Cavaliers, who provided $200,000 
in goods; and the Timberwolves, 
who filled a chartered plane with 
4.5 tons of supplies. 

m Steve McNair of the Ravens, 
who followed up his own major 
collection drive by establishing a 
much-needed distribution center 
in Mississippi. 

Luc Robitaille of the NHL's 
Kings, who turned over his home 
in Utah to four displaced families. 

w Alonzo Mourning of the Heat, 
who bought a four-bedroom 
house in Fort Lauderdale for a 
grandmother raising seven 
grandchildren. The family had 
been living in shelters for five 
weeks after being displaced by 
Hurricane Wilma. 


@ NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue, who squashed any 
thoughts by Saints owner Tom 
Benson of abandoning New 
Orleans. 

@ TV analyst and former NBA 
player Kenny Smith, who charged 
current players $10,000 to 
participate in an all-star game and 
raised $1.5 million in donations, 
goods and services. 

@ Fans in Houston, who 
contributed $1.7 million through 
the Texans. 

mw Ernie Conwell of the Saints, 
who bought an engagement ring 
for a couple living in a San 
Antonio shelter who had lost 
everything in the flooding. 

w Marshall Faulk of the Rams, 
whose $70,000 donation helped 


Desire Street Ministries, an 
organization whose administration 
includes former NFL quarterback 
Danny Wuerffel, resume its work 
in the low-income New Orleans 
housing project where Faulk grew 
up. The group had been forced to 
relocate temporarily to Florida. 

For Manning, his peers’ 
response was particularly 
gratifying. “There’s no question 
that the majority of headlines 
about athletes talk about negative 
things,” he says, “so this makes 
me as proud as I have ever been 
to be a professional athlete. 
There are guys with big hearts— 
and they showed it.” 

Here is how three athletes with 
big hearts embraced a region 
shredded by a cruel disaster. 
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What is a 
GUY? 


Being a Good Guy has 
nothing to do with athletic 
performance and everything to 
do with charitableness. These 
are the athletes in the sports we 
cover who open their hearts as 
well as their wallets to serve the 
needy and unfortunate. 

This is the eighth year 
SportinG News has selected the 
top Good Guys. Candidates are 
nominated by their teams and 
leagues. Management and former 
players are not considered. SN 
selects the winners. —PA. 


Not content to write a few checks to relief organizations, Duhon spearheaded relief efforts for his hometown of Slidell. 
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hen Katrina rolled 

through Slidell, Duhon 

was in his Chicago 

home with six friends 

from his hometown. 
With help from his agent and 
mom, Vivian, he quickly started a 
hurricane relief fund that led to 
the organization of a drive in 
Chicago to collect supplies. He 
had three collection days; each 
time, donations filled up a 
tractor-trailer. Vivian accompanied . 
the first truck into Slidell. 


out her house. She now lives 
in Charlotte, and the home 
was being used by her sister 
and her sister’s four 
daughters, who had 
evacuated in time. Flooding 
had ruined the first floor; 
Chris’ basketball hoop had 
been bent and moved from its 
driveway location into the 
backyard. Chris wanted to 
come down, but Vivian 
persuaded him not to. What 
she saw was too difficult, she 
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Helping to rebuild Salmen High, his alma 
mater, is just one item on Duhon’s checklist. 


despite the student body 
being relocated to a 
temporary campus. The 
high school will be rebuilt, 
at a cost of $36 million. He 
will continue to funnel 
money into the city as well 
as sponsor Habitat homes. 
“He and his mom have 
never stopped helping,” 
says Gayle Sloan, 
superintendent of 
St. Tammany Parish public 
schools, which includes 


“No one was talking about 
Slidell on television,” Duhon says. 
“But that is the place that helped 
shape who | am today. I didn’t 
want it to be forgotten, and I 
wasn’t just going to write a 
check.” 

While in Slidell, Vivian checked 
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felt, for him to absorb. 

Duhon has raised more than 
$425,000, which he has used in a 
variety of ways to support 
Slidell. He purchased school 
uniforms and books, funded 
senior class activities, donated 
to the recreation department, 


Gibson may be winless on 


churches, his old Boys & Girls 
club and a recreational 
basketball league. He also 
arranged to equip his high 
school’s basketball and football 
teams, which allowed them to 
play this past school year 


I 


Kelly Gibson, who has enjoyed a coming in—he received more than 
comfortable living playing on a variety of pro the PGATour, buthe has  $400,000—Gibson went on food runs to 
golf tours, emerged as the unheralded hero eamed an army of fans Baton Rouge. He continued his efforts for 
among the athletes helping the Gulf Coast thanks to his tireless about two months, some of the time living 
region in the aftermath of Katrina. Within eight efforts on behalf of in temporary Coast Guard facilities, and fed 
days of the hurricane, he was workingin New _‘ Katrina relief workers. more than 50,000 workers. 


Orleans, feeding rescue workers through his 
“Feed the Relief” fund organized in the wake of the disaster. 
Gibson was in Milwaukee for a golf function when 
Katrina struck. Soon, with the help. of a friend associated 
with the company that caters PGA events, he arranged for 
tractor-trailers of food on the way to Florida to be rerouted 
to New Orleans, then got approval to take the food into the 
city. He soon started delivering it himself to early responders 
such as the Coast Guard, 82nd Airborne, police, firemen— 
anyone he could find who was involved in rescue 
operations. He bought a truck for his 18-hour daily rounds. 
Combining his own funds and donations that began 
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“Those folks were doing this incredible 
job under awful conditions, and they didn’t have proper 
food or enough food,’ says Gibson, a New Orleans resident 
and native. “It felt right to do. It is my city, and these were 
policemen and firemen who had lost everything in the 
flooding, yet they still were out there every day, saving 
people. It was amazing” 

Gibson, who has more than $2 million in career earnings 
but never has finished higher than a third-place tie in a 
PGA tour event, isn’t sure about his golf future. “| want to 
remain involved in what's happening to New Orleans,” he 
says. “That is still my main focus right now” —PA. 
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FEED THE RELIEF 


Slidell. “But we had no 
doubts he would not forget his 
roots.” In April, the school system 
honored those who had helped 
its recovery efforts. Duhon 
received the top award. 


anning was in 

Indianapolis when 

Katrina struck. He 

realized victims needed 

immediate help. So he 
secured an AirTran plane and 
filled it with 30,000 pounds of 
supplies that included a grocery 
store shopping spree by him and 
his brother, Eli, of the Giants. Five 
days after the hurricane, the 
brothers were in Baton Rouge, 
helping to take the goods off the 
plane. 

“used to play ball in a lot of 
the places that were wiped out,” 
says Peyton. “It breaks your 
heart. I just couldn’t sit around 
and do nothing.” The brothers 
visited evacuee shelters in Baton 
Rouge. One man told Peyton he 
had had 45 seconds to escape the 
flood waters, his wife had 
drowned and he didn’t want to 
live. Then, as they said goodbye, 
he asked, “How is your dad 
doing? Tell him hello.” 

In the months after Katrina, 
Manning raised money for relief 
efforts. He decided it would do 
the most good to help grass-roots 
charitable and educational 
groups within the New Orleans 
area. He since has given $115,000 
to 13 organizations; he expects to 
provide more money and include 
more groups in coming years as 
the city continues to stabilize. 

Manning does his community 
work through his PeyBack 
Foundation, which has donated 
$1.3 million since it was founded 
in 1999, including $320,000 in 
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REAL AMERICAN HEROES 


When it came to providing relief for victims of Hurricane Katrina, these athletes came through in big ways: 


|i RAVENS. It started with a conversation with Brett Favre. 
McNair, then still with the Titans, and Favre are Mississippi natives, and their 
teams were scheduled to play a preseason game in Nashville three days after 
Hurricane Katrina. Favre told McNair he was packing the Packers’ plane with 
relief supplies for his state. That led McNair to ask his foundation director, 
Mike Mu, to arrange 

By the end of McNair’s effort, on September 6, 20 tractor-trailers had been 
filled with supplies. More than 800 volunteers helped out, and kids brought 
their piggy banks. Fundraising efforts brought in more than $300,000. 

A couple of weeks after the hurricane, the first trucks rolled into Mississippi 
and serviced areas that the Red Cross and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency were not reaching. One of the trucks went to McNair’s ranch, where his 
mom supervised the unloading process. Mu and McNair realized they needed a 
distribution point, so they began the Steve McNair Distribution Center in 
Gulfport. That led to weekly deliveries to the center of goods purchased by 
McNair's foundation. Later, Favre and McNair contributed to a $150,000 
donation to the state’s high school and youth football programs. 


/ TENNESSEE TITANS 
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. ~ L.A. KINGS. Less than three weeks after 
Katrina hit, Robitaille’s wife, Stacia, was in the New Orleans area 
seeking displaced families who would relocate temporarily to 
the Robitailles’ vacation home, “Serenity,’ in Heber, Utah. The 
Robitailles, who called their program 
decided they could best help the Katrina recovery by 
transporting families to Utah for two-week stays, during which 
time the evacuees could decide where they wanted to resettle. 
The Robitailles then would pay their rent and utilities for a year, 
plus buy them a vehicle. Four families initially came to Utah; all 
wound up staying there. 

Since then, the Robitailles have given $50,000 raised at 
their charity poker tournament to a family displaced by 
Hurricane Rita whose 10-year-old daughter has spina bifida. 
Another family victimized by Katrina was in a car accident while 
driving to Utah; the Robitailles gave them six months’ rent. The 
family plans to build a home in Utah. 

The Robitailles have donated more than $222,000 to eight 
families while also giving them in-kind donations of furniture, 
clothes, food and computers. 
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TIMBERWOLVES. 
Garnett’s wife, Brandi, was watching 
Oprah Winfrey one day when Garnett 


| PHILLIES. A native of Baton Rouge, Dellucci 


: : : se created a *bpuisiarta TaGHEnee bracelet, dedicating all proceeds 
Seema eT ee Z from sales to hurricane relief funds. The bracelets were inscribed with 
doing to help Katrina victims. Winfrey's 2 “Louisiana Lagniappe 22) which translates into “Louisiana, a little 
discussion led to Garnett’s pledge of ‘© something extra.” Dellucci has raised more than $80,000 that was 
$1.2 million through Winfrey's foundation , 2 distributed into the Gulf Coast region. Last November, he provided 
to build 24 Habitat for Humanity houses fa 30 displaced families with Thanksgiving dinners, then 
in the Gulf Coast region over the next two 3 in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 
years, ~ 

“| just thought back again to how | grew Among other pro athletes who have stepped up are Saints rookie Reggie Bush, who gave $86,000 to keep 
up, and | thought, ‘I want to make a whole a New Orleans school for children with special needs from folding and to maintain a local football field used by 
neighborhood, ” he told interviewers later. 26 schools; Takeo Spikes of the Bills, who paid for six months of housing for a displaced mother and daughter 
“Twenty-four sounded just about right.” who were about to become homeless; and Gil Meche of the Mariners, who supplied Delgado Community College 


in New Orleans with 50 dozen balls so its baseball team could play its season. —PA. 


a Darnell Dinkins Jermaine Dye. ANGELS © London Fletcher. dona) Fovis Fric Gagne. ~ COLTS 


7/7/06 . wl 


2005. It is one of the most 
successful athlete-sponsored 
foundations; it concentrates on 
helping needy and sick kids 
through mentoring of foster 
children, parties, trips and 
athletic opportunities. 

“I want to keep adding to what 
we have done in New Orleans,” he 
says. “I think unbelievable is an 
overused word, but that is what 
best describes this situation. It is 
hard to believe what has 
happened to my hometown.” 


cAllister was the first 
NFL player to enter 
downtown New Orleans. 
Six days after Katrina, 
he accompaniéd’two 
Red Cross personnel in a big van 
filled with relief supplies. At the 
New Orleans airport, he visited 
evacuees, many of them sick or 
injured. He met a boy whose 
grandfather lay nearby, barely 
conscious. When the man 
realized it was McAllister, he told 
the medical people that he’d be 
OK, just bring him Deuce. “Just 
have a good season,” he said to 


McAllister. “No hurricane is 
going to beat me.” 

“That is when you realized you 
are blessed to be able to play,” 
says McAllister. “As a pro athlete, 
it’s your choice to be a positive or 
negative influence. You have to 
realize what a huge role sports 
plays; even for a few hours, it 
helps give them some relief from 
thinking about the hurricane.” 

Despite being displaced himself 
by the hurricane, McAllister was 
determined to make a difference. 
He solicited clothing from other 
athletes, collecting and 
distributing 220 boxes to 
evacuees. He took groups of kids, 
including evacuees in San Antonio 
and Jackson, Miss., on Christmas 
shopping sprees and, along with 
teammate Steve Gleason, led a 
campaign to collect 8,000 
backpacks that were stuffed with 
school supplies for kids affected 
by Katrina. 

“You have to realize you can’t 
move a boulder yet,” he says. “You 
have to move one rock at a time. If 
you help one person, then another, 
maybe you have helped 300, 500 in 
a year. If you aren't willing to stay 


in it for the long haul, if you don’t 
have patience, it will eat you up 
because there is so much to do 
and so little being done.” 


ny day now, the Gulf Coast 
region hopes a spigot 
spewing substantial 
federal funds will be 
turned on and help to 
ignite the rebuilding process, 
particularly in housing. But 
officials hope athletes realize 
there still will be an ongoing need 
for help. “The response we have 
seen from sports has been, and 
continues to be, significant,” says 
Jim Pate, executive director of 
Habitat’s New Orleans branch, 
which currently is building 75 
houses in the Upper 9th and is 
part of Habitat’s plan to construct 
up to 5,000 houses in the Gulf 
Coast region over the next five 
years. “But this is not a disaster 
that is going away in another six 
months. Who better to spread 
that word than athletes? They are 
probably the most beloved and 
watched people in this country, 
and if one of them says, ‘We all 


Saints, Homets shift stances in New Orleans 


The post-Katrina relationships of the Saints and Hornets with 
New Orleans have changed dramatically in past months. At first, 
owner Tom Benson seemed intent on relocating the Saints 
permanently while Hornets owner George Shinn committed his 
team to build 20 Habitat for Humanity homes in the city. 

Now, thanks to major prodding by NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue, the Saints will stay in New Orleans at least through 
2010 and have raised $778,000 for relief efforts. Shinn, 
meanwhile, has embraced Oklahoma City, where the displaced 
Hornets played to sellouts last season (they also had three home 
games in New Orleans and one in Baton Rouge). 

Saints fans, excited by the addition of quarterback Drew Brees 
and the drafting of running back Reggie Bush, demonstrated their 
loyalty by buying a record 54,969 season tickets. The Saints 


barely sold 30,000 season tickets in 2005, then wound up 


playing their home games in San Antonio, Baton Rouge and East Rutherford, N.J. 


Tagliabue, with Benson and former 
president George Bush, made sure the 
Saints didn’t jump to San Antonio. 


“When Commissioner Tagliabue announced his retirement, | wrote him a letter thanking him for what he did for New 
Orleans,’ says Colts quarterback Peyton Manning, a New Orleans native. “He came in and the NFL kind of took over the 
team, and it was the best thing that could have happened. It was important for the city to have the Saints; fans have 
always had a special bond with them. If they left, it would be kicking them when they are down.” 

Tagliabue is pleased with the results. “After the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, it was important for the team and 
the league to play a role in lifting the spirits of the community and assisting in the relief and recovery effort,” he says. 
“It was time not to walk away but to walk with the people of New Orleans.” 

The Hornets’ future is more muddled. New Orleans will be the site for the 2008 NBA All-Star Game, and the club 
raised $1.1 million for its Habitat commitment. But Shinn wants financially strapped Louisiana to live up to its 
agreement to build an $8.5 million practice arena. The Hornets will play all but six home games next season in 
Oklahoma City but will return to New Orleans for 2007-08. Beyond that, stay tuned. —PA. 
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YOU can BEA 
GOOD GUY, TOO 


To contribute to the 
hurricane relief efforts of the 
three No. 1 Good Guys, send 
donations to: 

Chris Duhon: Chris Duhon 
Hurricane Relief Fund, RO. Box 
1343, Deerfield, IL 60015 

Peyton Manning: 
PeyBack Foundation, IMG 
Center c/o: John Palguta, 
1360 East Ninth St., Suite 
100, Cleveland, OH 44144 

Deuce McAllister: 

Catch 22 Foundation, RO. Box 
231363, Harahan, LA 70183 


need to keep writing checks,’ 
people will respond.” 

There is so much about New 
Orleans today that must be fixed. 
A good chunk of the city still lacks 
electricity and water. Even the 
Habitat house funded by the 
Hornets, which was completed in 
March, remains unoccupied; the 
city hasn’t provided a sewer 
hookup. 

McAllister is reminded’on a 
daily basis about Katrina, 
particularly now that the Saints, 
after a season in San Antonio, are 
back in their training complex in 
suburban Metairie. He is now 
partnering with new teammate 
Drew Brees, and they have a goal 
of injecting $500,000 in donations, 
goods and services into the New 
Orleans area within the next year. 
First up will be a $225,000 project 
to refurbish a football field used 
by 26 local schools. 

In September, before the Saints’ 
first game at the Superdome since 
Katrina, McAllister and Brees will 
hold a major fundraiser they 
hope will bring in as much as 
$350,000 for the Gulf Coast region. 
But the event also will be 
important in another way. It will 
symbolize that New Orleans is 
still alive, still fighting to emerge 
from the rubble. 

“The people of New Orleans 
have a special resiliency and 
spirit about them,” says Manning. 
“No question we have been 
kicked hard, but we are strong 
and determined to bring this city 
back. But we need help. | know 
that Chris and Deuce and me and 
every athlete who cares won’t let 
people forget about New 
Orleans.” SN 
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MLB: Barry Zito 


After visiting hospitalized 
troops during a road trip, As 
pitcher Barry Zito decided he 
needed to help them and their 
families during the recovery 
process. So he started 
Strikeouts For Troops, an 
amazing program that provides 
funds to assist family 
members of wounded soldiers 
with travel and housing 
expenses. 

In less than two years, he 
has raised $187,775 through 
donations and his own 
contributions, and he now 
enlists the participation of 
other major league players. 
More than $100,000 has 
gone to cash grants for troops 
and their families, allowing 
relatives to reside long-term 
near the hospital during 
recovery. Other contributions have funded holiday dinners at military hospitals in the 
Washington, D.C., area, bought Christmas gifts for families of patients unable to afford 
them and helped build a hospital children’s center where kids can stay while moms 
attended to dads’ medical needs. Zito also invites wounded soldiers to games. —PA. 
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Zito tries to make recovery a little less painful for 
wounded U.S. soldiers by inviting them to games 
and helping provide them the comforts of home. 


— 


You name it, athletes are doing 
it to make the world a better place 


NFL: John Lynch 


Through a variety of educational incentive plans and scholarships, 
John Lynch of the Broncos has devoted his years in the NFL to helping 
raise the quality of education and reward students in Tampa and now 
Denver. 

His Star of the Month program honors athletic and academic 
achievement and community involvement by middle school and high 
school players. He also awards Lynch Family Legacy Scholarships, 
eight in all last year. Since 1998, 36 kids have received college 


z financial aid through $156,000 
“erred hed pannel in funds. His Lynch’s Leaders 


Denver-area educators and PIevam sets UP Ont 
leadership sessions during the 


student-athletes, such as : 
Travis Bruley, 2005-06 season for Boys & Girls Club 
Disabled Star of the Year. members, and every holiday 


season he is the host of a 
party for kids who likely would not receive gifts otherwise. His annual 
golf tournament in San Diego has raised more than $2 million, which 
is funneled back into the community through his programs and 
charitable donations, San Diego-area high schools and Boys & Girls 
Clubs received $150,000 from the tournament last year. —PA. 
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Kirilenko shows generosity in two different countries. 


NBA: Andrei Kirilenko 


In Russia, as well as the United States, the needs of the unfortunate 
are great. Andrei Kirilenko, the Jazz star who hails from Russia, gives 
back to both his homeland and his new country. 

His work in Russia has particular impact. Of the more than 
$300,000 he donated to causes last year, more than $100,000 in 
goods and services went to an orphanage in Moscow that was started 
by nuns because the state would not deal with disabled kids ages 3 to 
18.A children’s hospital in St. Petersburg that works with cancer 
patients had cleanliness issues, including mold. So last year, he 
started financing the gutting and rebuilding of rooms. And when the 
hospital ran out of funds for medicines for leukemia, leading to 
unnecessary deaths, he purchased $10,000 worth of drugs. In the 
United States, Kirilenko helps out single moms, the Utah Food Bank 
and a local cancer institute. —PA. 
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A sampling of athletes who have 
devised unique programs or 
developed special approaches to 
helping the community: 


Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Kings. 
Reef House, which he financed and 
opened in his needy former Atlanta 
neighborhood, is fully functioning. 

Its after-school program serves 20 
at-risk kids ages 9 to 13. Once they 
are ninth-graders, they are expected 
to tutor new students. Kids also have 
service projects, including collecting 
clothing and canned goods for 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees. 

Bruce Bowen, Spurs. His Get 
Fit with Bruce and Buddy program, 
now in its second year, combats 
childhood obesity by introducing 
incentives to encourage kids to 
develop better fitness and nutritional 
habits. It rewards more than 3,000 
youngsters for participating in various 
aspects of the program. 

Trent Green, Chiefs. His 
community activities in 
2005 included a 
$100,000 donation to 
Indiana University and 
another $225,000 to 
various charity and church 
programs. Some of the 
money helped a local 
hospital staff its Starbright 
World and Teen Room, 
helped construct a new 
Ronald McDonald House in 
Kansas City and funded a 


a year-round facility that serves kids 
with chronic medical conditions or 
serious illness; the camp provides 
them with free vacation weeks, The 
72-acre facility has 33 buildings, 
including a theater, equestrian 
center, medical center and water 
park. The camp was founded in 
honor of Petty’s late son, Adam. 

Paul Pierce, Celtics. With the 
help of his $200,000 in donations, 
the Tufts-New England Medical Center 
renovated its center for minimally 
invasive surgery and named it after 
him. The center features state-of-the- 
art equipment and facilities for 
cutting-edge surgery techniques. 

Alex Rodriguez, Yankees. He 
has created a basketball tournament 
benefiting Miami-area charities that 
draws players from all over the 
country. An annual charity benefit, 
along with his $500,000 donation, 
developed the Alex Rodriguez 
Learning Center, which is expected to 
begin construction later this summer. 
He annually funds a four-year 
scholarship to the University of 
Miami for a member of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Miami. His $200,000 
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four-year renewable 
scholarship for a future 
teacher. 

Jamie Moyer, 
Mariners. He continues to 
be among the most prolific 
fundraisers in pro sports. 
Last February, Moyer 
brought in a stunning 
$1.2 million through an 
auction; that enabled him 
to start and endow two 
new Camp Erins, 
bereavement camps for 
children 6 to 17. He now 
has six Camp Erins 
operating and has donated 
more than $3 million to 
various causes. 

Kyle Petty, NASCAR. 
His Victory Junction Gang 
Camp in North Carolina is 
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Steve Nash, Suns. He gave a 
$75,000 grant to Hospital de 
Clinicas in Paraguay to build a 
$170,000 postoperative pediatric 
cardiology ward that opened in May. It is the 
nation’s only teaching hospital and serves 
the poor of the country. He also stepped in 
with $40,000 to keep alive a youth 
basketball organization in British Columbia 
serving 8,000 kids. It is now called the 
Steve Nash Youth Basketball program. 


donation helped support the 
placement of therapists into schools 
in the needy Washington Heights 
area of New York City. 

Allen Rossum, Falcons. He has 
a well-developed program to combat 
childhood obesity built around his 
Mobile Fitness 4 Kids theme; more 
than 1,800 kids in Dallas and 
Atlanta have participated in the 
program. Through partnerships, he 
has donated more than 200 YMCA 
memberships and helped build a 
$70,000 athletic field in Atlanta that 
will increase participation at the field 
from 200 to 1,000 kids. 

Jerry Stackhouse, Mavericks. 
He financed a $500,000 renovation 
of a church in Kinston, N.C., where 
his mother is a minister. It opened 
last November and now is called 
Stack’s House of Hope. He plans to 


Mines Seott Malan 


start a youth and music ministry at 
the church. Stackhouse also raises 
money to fight diabetes and works to 
reduce childhood obesity. 

Jason Taylor, Dolphins. In 
partnership with Take Stock in 
Children, he sponsors needy kids 
who agree to meet with a mentor 
weekly, remain substance- and 
Crime-free, produce average or better 
grades and keep good attendance. 

It costs $12,000 for each child to 
participate in the program—beginning 
when he or she enters in the sixth or 
seventh grade and ending with 
college graduation. He gave 
$200,000 to 27 groups last year, 
including $50,000 to the Jason 
Taylor Learning Center at a local 
children’s hospital. 

Kurt Warner, Cardinals. His 
multifaceted First Things First 


auideg Damian, Me 


Athletes whose efforts generated sizable donations 
last year—and their primary causes: 


Lance Berkman 


Victory Junction Gang Camp 


Eddie Kennison 


Astros Chiefs 
$100,000 $255,000 
Team foundation Needy kids and groups 
Keith Brooking Olaf Kolzig 
y Falcons Capitals 
$239,000 $256,000 
_ Kids’ needs Child autism 
AJ. Burnett Matt Light 
| Blue Jays Patriots 
») $250,000 $125,000 
Team foundation Sick kids 
Kurt Busch Andre Miller 
NASCAR Nuggets 
» $1 million $500,000 


University of Utah athletics 


Jamal Crawford Fred Miller 
by Knicks Bears 
» $127,000 $300,000 
» High school gym renovation Baylor University 
Jeff Gordon Mike Minter 
, NASCAR Panthers 
5 » $1.6 million $160,000 
S Children’s hospitals Local YMCA 
2 
G Shayne Graham ' Brad Radke 
ban - lrg } Bengals pA Twins 
no 3 $200,000 4a) $100,000 
Williams made sure the children of low-income single mothers At-risk kids HM Sick kids 
received presents during the holiday season. 
Foundation gave away $150,000 in than $100,000 to fund Safety Net, jy) Roy Halladay ) BJ. Ryan 
2005 and raised another $100,000 which works directly with 15 mothers ) Blue Jays ) Blue Jays 
_ $100,000 $250,000 


in-kind support from corporations. 
He sponsored eight kids with 
life-threatening illnesses and their 


annually and reaches another 
300-plus mothers and children. 
Graduates are expected to mentor 


, Team foundation 


. Team foundation 


families on a week-long trip to current participants. One participant Mike Hampton Will Shields 
Disney World, assisted a single mom graduated from college in 2005, and = Braves Chiefs 
$1 million $315,000 


in obtaining home ownership as part 
of Warrick Dunn's Homes for the 
Holidays program and supported 


two others currently are taking 
college courses. 
Grant Wistrom, Seahawks. Along 


i Children’s causes 


Kids’ charities 


religious-based groups with with former teammate Jerry Wunsch, Chipper Jones . Mike Sweeney 
scholarships and incentive programs. Brian Young of the Saints, Austin Braves » Royals 
$376,000 ' $150,000 


Roy Williams, Cowboys. His 
Safety Net Foundation works with 
low-income single moms to help 


King of the Falcons and Chris Kelsay 
of the Bills, he funded a five-day 
February trip to Wisconsin for 39 


Sick kids 


enrich their lives and improve their seriously ill kids and 24 adults from Brian Jordan 
chances of success through specific 10 states to enjoy an assortment of Beeb 


activities. These include monthly 
workshops, college financial aid and 
a health fair. He contributed more 


winter activities. He will hold a reunion 
for more than 120 alumni of these 
annual trips this summer in Seattle. 


Hospital wellness center 


Kids’ baseball program 


ulin Muhamigad Dirk Nowitzki, Slaun O'yara, Shaquille O'Neal Chris Paul Albert Puiols Ed Reed 
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BIGHEARTS e 


Some athletes have particularly big hearts and 
demonstrate their community commitment in a 
variety of inspired ways. A cross-section of these 
men and their work: 


Motivated by his brother, who has cerebral palsy, 
Drew Bennett of the Titans began incorporating 
fans with CP into his weekly radio show at a local 
mall. The mall area became so crowded with 
disabled fans that mall owners had to build a 
special ramp for wheelchairs and reconfigure the 
food court to make it accessible. 


Mike Matheny of the Giants and Jason Jennings 
of the Rockies enabled the building of special 
baseball fields in Missouri and Colorado that are 
wheelchair-accessible; the one in Colorado is the 
first of its kind in the state. 

Tony Gonzalez of the Chiefs has his own Shadow Buddy, a doll in his likeness 
given free to hospitalized kids; more than 15,000 of his buddies have been 
distributed. 

Robert Thomas of the Raiders took 11 kids with life-threatening illnesses, all 
from the St. Louis area, to San Diego for a weekend of activities. Samuel 
Dalembert of the 76ers, the only Haitian player in the NBA, hosted 100 kids 
from the Philly-area Haitian community at a Sixers game, Luol Deng of the Bulls 
organized a holiday party for the 30 Lost Boys of Sudan, kids driven out of 
Sudan by civil war. 

John Smoltz of the Braves joined teammates Chipper Jones, Brian Jordan 
and Mike Hampton with donations of $75,000 each to help construct the 
Atlanta Braves Baseball Academy near Turner Field; Smoltz also conducts two 
annual food drives in Atlanta that have raised more than $300,000 and brought 
in 70,000 pounds of food. 

Thanks to his $1 million donation, officials in Russellville, Ark., the hometown 
of the Kings’ Corliss Williamson, built and opened a new Boys & Girls Club that 
is named after Williamson's grandfather. Torry Holt of the Rams joined Warrick 
Dunn's Homes for the Holidays program by helping a single mom buy her first 
home and then completely furnishing it for her. Michael Redd of the Bucks 
purchased a church, which cost more than $1 million, for his father in East 
Columbus, Ohio, where Redd grew up. 

With help from the Marlins, Dontrelle Willis has his own T-ball league; it is 
being expanded to include local Boys & Girls Clubs in the most at-risk areas. 

Eric Snow of the Cavaliers has set up programs geared toward promoting 
fatherhood, including a basketball clinic for fathers and sons from a local needy 
fatherhood group and a group that awards game tickets to fathers who best 
answer questions about being a dad. Baron Davis of the Warriors, who was 
raised by his grandmother, held a Christmas party for grandparents who are 
raising grandchildren. Dwight Howard of the Magic put on a camp last July for 
fathers and sons that included talks from NBA players about life's lessons. 

Edwin Mulitalo of the Ravens has translated his love for music into support 
of underfunded music programs in Baltimore schools. He gave out 17 grants to 
schools last year after beginning with just one in 2003, and his efforts have 
helped save some programs from collapsing. 

Tom Glavine of the Mets met with commissioner Bud Selig to work with MLB 
on increasing awareness of childhood cancer. Since that beginning, MLB has 
brought in about $500,000 to combat the illness. Another pitcher, Mike 
Maroth of the Tigers, established the Detroit branch of Rock and Wrap It Up. His 
program takes leftover food from the Tigers’ clubhouse and distributes it to 
inner-city shelters. Pitcher Seth McClung of the Devil Rays is developing ways to 
help exceptionally talented athletes in his home state of West Virginia. He 


Bennett, who has a brother with cerebral palsy, invites kids with the 
condition to take part in his weekly radio show. 


started by founding and 
funding an AAU 
basketball team. 

Brian Moorman of 
the Bills has spent 
Tuesdays the past three 
seasons visiting kids at 
the local Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute; he 
calls them Tuesdays 
with Moorman. Antawn 
Jamison of the Wizards 
works extensively in 
North Carolina; he has 
spent $10,000 to buy 
shoes for a men’s 
shelter and financed 
80,000 meals for 650 
needy families around 
the holidays. Marquis 
Daniels of the 
Mavericks finances an 
elite AAU basketball 
team—Team Daniels 
Showtime Ballers—in Florida, including uniforms and travel. 

Bucs teammates Ryan Nece and Shelton Quarles started a high school 
Player of the Game program last year in the Tampa area. The two players attend 
games and honor an award winner with game tickets; one time, it was a tuba 
player who did splits while carrying his instrument. Quarles also honors standout 
high school students at his Extra Effort Awards Luncheon, and he has started Tee 
lt Up, a program that introduces golf to needy elementary school kids. 

Mike Lieberthal of the Phillies returns from the West Coast to Philadelphia 
every Halloween to be the host of a party for children with cancer and their 
families. Lieberthal, along with teammate Chase Utley, also was the host of a 
bowling and billiards tournament that raised $135,000 for a local mentoring 
program for needy kids. 

Not only did Tony Richardson of the Vikings give $100,000 last year toward 
community causes, he also made more than 100 community appearances and 
donated more than 3,200 backpacks loaded with school supplies to needy 
kids. One program sponsored by Chris Bosh of the Raptors treats 40 at-risk 
middle schoolers to a variety of safe after-school activities and includes meals 
and tutoring. Another program created a Black History Quiz Bowl that challenged 
Toronto kids to learn more about the subject. 

In cooperation with the Chicago Urban League, Adewale Ogunleye of the 
Bears began Goal Power: Alternative Careers in Sports, which introduces kids to 
a variety of off-field career opportunities in pro sports they don’t see watching TV 
games. One Saturday a month, he brings together a panel of professionals from 
local sports teams to talk to the youngsters, 

Charlie Batch of the Steelers started Project CHUCK. It includes a summer 
basketball league involving 200 kids in a five-week season that teaches good 
sportsmanship, teamwork and preparation, plus in-school and after-school 
programs, scholarships and playground restoration projects. He also mentors 
kids through Batch and ME. 

Andre Iguodala of the 76ers formed a disaster relief fund for victims of 
March's tornadoes in Illinois, mostly for 250 displaced kids in the Springfield 
area from which he hails. Rashard Lewis of the Sonics filled three F-150 trucks 
with canned food (3,800 pounds) and collected $3,500 to benefit a local food 
bank. Jason Richardson of the Warriors is the host of a Man Up forum for 
mid-Michigan kids 12-18 that steers them away from violent crimes and a 
Brothers Against Youth Violence celebrity fashion show and hoops game that 
benefit a faith-based mentoring program and other groups. 

Richard Hamilton of the Pistons staged his annual Rip City Celebration in 
his hometown of Coatesville, Pa. It’s an all-day summer celebration for 3,000 
people during which he treats everyone to an assortment of sports, recreational 
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and carnival-like activities. —PA. 


Asked for one guarantee with the 
July 31 nonwaiver trading 
deadline around the corner, an 
American League scout offers 
this: “The Yankees are going to 
get an outfielder. They've got to. 
(Phillies RF) B dreu would 
be the first choice, but whatever 
they have to do to get him or 


(Phillies LF) Pat Burrell or 
somebody like that, they'll do it” 
> The Red Sox are glad they 
kept LHP r last winter, 
even as they traded off such 
prospects as SS 

amirez, RHP Anibal § 
and IF . Lester 


remains off-limits as he shows 
what one scout terms “a 

yr-like ability” to confound 
hitters with an average fastball. 
> Doubts about the Blue Jays’ 
defense remain, but the team 
ranks 10th in the majors in 
defensive efficiency—which 
measures the frequency with 


which balls in play are turned into outs. Says CF Vernor 


defense is fine. Lyle (Ov 
played with.” > With Cubs RHP Ke 


s: “| think our 
bay) is one of the best defensive first basemen I’ve 


still on the D.L. because of 


chronic fatigue in his shoulder after he passes about 60 pitches, the 


once-mulled notion of trying him in the bullpen could resurface. Long term, 
Wood's best shot at reaching his potential might be as a closer. > Things are 
getting tense for the Cubs and manager er, which makes it worth 
pointing out that Bob Brenly is sitting in the WGN broadcast booth. The last 
time he came down from the booth, the Diamondbacks won the 2001 World 
Series. > The Rangers are awaiting the results of a study from a Toronto-based 
company regarding what G.M. Je s Calls the “perceived wind current” 
out to right field at Ameriquest Field. Says Daniels: “! do think it’s real, but I'm 


not sure exactly how much of a factor it is. | think good pitchers win 


Vicente Padilla has turned his 
career around. 

First-year general manager Jon 
Daniels has made stockpiling 
quality arms a priority, as 
evidenced by the spring trade 
that sent outfielder David Dellucci 
to the Phillies for young 
righthander Robinson Tejeda. 

Later this summer, one or more 
of the Rangers’ top pitching 
prospects could jump to the 
majors. Edinson Volquez has been 
dominating at times in Class AAA. 
John Danks pitched well enough 
at Class AA that he moved up a 
level, and Thomas Diamond also 
has made strides at Class AA. 


But if the Rangers are to enda 
playoff drought that has included 
only one 80-win season in the past 
six years, they will need Millwood 
and his fearless outlook. 

“In this ballpark, with the 
elements that we face here, you 
can’t underestimate how 
important that is,” Daniels says. 
“He just came in here with the 
mentality from his opening press 
conference that there are no 
excuses. We’re trying to win a 
division here, and the other 
teams have to face the same 
issues.” 

Then again, they don’t have to 
play with Angel. SN 


anywhere.” > There is no bigger 
workhorse in the game than 
Nationals RHP rnandez, 
but even he has his limits. In 
the start after he threw a 
season-high 138 pitches, 
Hernandez was hit around for six 
runs while securing just five outs 
against the Red Sox. That 
matched the shortest start of his 
career. > The Giants were miffed 
with their superstar left fielder and 
with Marlins owner Jef 
when Loria gave Barry Bonds a 
ride to the Big Apple in his private 
jet. It happened May 31 after a 
Marlins-Giants day game in South 
Florida. According to an N.L. club official who has spoken with the Giants, San 
Francisco's front office “wasn’t happy about it by any means.’ Tampering 
charges seemed possible, but Loria says he and Giants president 

an have talked and smoothed things over. “Nobody else would even 
take that offer’ the N.L. source says. “Barry is just Barry. Maybe Barry thought 
he might have a nicer seat on (Loria’s) plane” 
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Good luck to George Mitchell. Exactly 
who in the Giants’ clubhouse is going 
to rat out Barry? No one, that’s who. 


Maybe Congress should try to impeach Tom Gatto. Weigh in at 
sportingnews.com. 
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Todd Jones 


Play to win—but make it quick 


It’s amazing, but a long 


extra-inning game can really mess 


up a team. Rosters are built to 
handle nine-inning games every 
day. If a game goes 10 or 11, it’s 
not a big deal, especially if the 
starting pitcher works deep into 
the game. But when teams play a 
game that never ends, they’ll run 
into problems over the next few 
days. 

First, a little bit about 
extra-inning games. They become 
a test of will, and if they go long 


enough winning becomes a matter 


of principle. We all want to win 
every game we play, but if we win 


a long extra-inning game, we seem 


to get an extra emotional boost. 
A team’s strategy in such 
games is dictated by whether it’s 
at home or on the road. Home 
teams can be a lot more 
aggressive because they can just 
hold a team, score and win the 
game. Road teams need to holda 
team, score, then hold again. The 
road team has at least one 
advantage, though—it can save 


its closer until it’s time to finish 
off a game. The home team’s 
closer becomes just another 
pitcher past the ninth inning 
because he no longer can protect 
a lead. 

After 11 or 12 innings, a team 
will go to its long reliever and let 
him win or lose the game. If a club 
has to go past the long man, then 
it’s anyone who’s still available. 

At that point, teams often will 
need to recall a pitcher from the 
minors for the next day’s game. 
They'll use him to help prevent 
wear and tear on the bullpen. 

The pitcher who has it worst 
after his team plays, say, 17 or 18 
innings is the next day’s starter. 
He can expect to be on the 
mound for at least six innings, 
regardless of whether he’s good 
that day. If he gets in trouble, 
there’s no point in him looking for 
help because the ’pen isn’t going 
to stir until the sixth at the 
earliest. He better be able to 
figure out how to minimize the 
damage. 


h Todd Jones is a Tigers reliever. E-mail him at tjones @ sportingnews.com. 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES 


The club and newly signed RHP Russ Ortiz are hopeful 

a reunion with pitching coach Leo Mazzone will get 

Ortiz back on track. Ortiz won 21 games in 2003 while 
a pitching for Mazzone with the Braves. ... lo make room 
for Ortiz, the club sent LHP Adam Loewen, 22, back to 
the minors. Loewen, the fourth player taken in the 
2002 draft, pitched relatively well in five starts with the 
Orioles. He has big-league stuff but must improve his 
command. HOT PROSPECT: The Orioles have raided 


Class AA Bowie and Class AAA Ottawa for talent. 
RHP Eddy Rodriguez already has been in the big leagues this season and has been 
brilliant since returning to Ottawa. If the Orioles need another reliever, Rodriguez will 
be on the shortlist of potential call-ups. —Spencer Fordin, Michael Gluskin 


BOSTON RED SOX 


The Red Sox acquired RHP Jason 
Johnson from the Indians last week 
because they saw a ground-ball 
specialist who could benefit from having 
a top infield behind him. ... Expect 
hard-throwing RHP Craig Hansen, the 
club's first-round pick last year, to be a 
key part of the bullpen the rest of the 
season. Command of his slider and 
changeup will be key to his performance. 
... OF Gabe Kapler has regained the 
speed and explosiveness he had before 
suffering a ruptured Achilles’ tendon. 
Kapler is popular, and his comeback will 
have a positive effect on the clubhouse. 
HOT PROSPECT: If the Red Sox lose a 
middle infielder to injury, they can call 
up Dustin Pedroia from Class AAA 
Pawtucket. Pedroia is regarded as a 
David Eckstein clone who specializes in 
getting on base. Pedroia might be best 
suited to play second base, though the 
Red Sox also are comfortable with him 
at shortstop. —lan Browne 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 


RHP Edwin Jackson is back with the 
club as a reliever. The team believes 
he'll be much more effective in short 
bursts; manager Joe Maddon noticed 
that during longer outings Jackson had 
good stuff for a while, then lost it for an 
inning or two. ... RHP Seth McClung 
had the same problem and is making 
the transition to closer at Class AAA 
Durham. The Rays—and other teams— 
believe he has the stuff to become a 
quality big-league closer. He likely will 
pare his repertoire to a fastball and 
curve. ... DH Jonny Gomes has been 
limited to eight games in the outfield 
because of a sore shoulder. Gomes, 
25, is intent on returning to the 

field because he doesn’t want to be 
labeled a DH this early in his career. 
HOT PROSPECT: Jon Switzer was 
recalled from Durham to be the club’s 
lefthander in the bullpen. Now he must 
prove he's able to retire tough 
lefthanded hitters. —Bill Chastain 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


Manager Joe Torre says when RHP Jaret 
Wright tries to pace himself early in 
games, he gets hit hard. So Wright has 
been told to let it all out from the 
beginning. That has led to shorter, but 
more effective, outings. The club is 
content getting five or six solid innings 
from Wright. ... Hitting coach Don 
Mattingly detected a flaw in slumping 
3B Alex Rodriguez's swing. Mattingly 
noticed that Rodriguez was not properly 
using his leg kick to shift his weight. 
Rodriguez appeared to be his old self 
again after two days of work in the 
batting cage with Mattingly. 

HOT PROSPECT: 1B Shelley Duncan 
earned a promotion to Class AAA 
Columbus after hitting 15 home runs 
and driving in 43 runs at Class AA 
Trenton. At 6-5, 220 pounds, Duncan 
fits the mold for a power hitter. He 
needs to make more consistent 
contact; he struck out 53 times in 245 
at-bats at Trenton. —Mark Feinsand 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


RHP AJ. Burnett plans to keep his 
fastball in the 94-96 mph range to 
avoid putting extra strain on his elbow. 
Burnett will reach back for a 97-98 
mph pitch when one is needed, but he 
doesn’t want to overexert himself as he 
tries to avoid a third trip to the D.L. this 
season. ... 3B Troy Glaus might get 
more time at shortstop after playing the 
position capably during interleague 
games at N.L. parks. Glaus’ shift 
allowed DH Shea Hillenbrand to 

stay in the lineup at third base. 

HOT PROSPECT: RHP Francisco 
Rosario impressed the club during a 
six-week stretch in its bullpen. But with 
Burnett back in the rotation and RHP Ty 
Taubenheim moving to the bullpen, 
Rosario, 25, was sent to Class AAA 
Syracuse to get regular work. A 
converted starter who touches the high 
90s with his fastball, Rosario is a 
candidate to be recalled if the Jays 
need relief help. Jordan Bastian 
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CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


The team’s recent offensive surge can be attributed partly to 
increased production against lefthanders. LF Scott Podsednik and 
2B Tadahito Iguchi struggled early against lefties but are starting 
to have more success. C AJ. Pierzynski is hitting .299 against 
lefthanders, which is almost 70 points higher than his average 
against them last year. ... Although RHP Agustin Montero will be 
reassigned to the minors when RHP Cliff Politte (shoulder) 
returns, Montero’s aggressiveness has made a strong impression 
on manager Ozzie Guillen. Montero will be in line for a call-up when 
the team needs relief help. HOT PROSPECT: If 3B Josh Fields 
played the outfield and made better contact, he probably would 
have been called up by now. Fields, the team’s first-round pick in 
2004, is hitting .328 at Class AAA Charlotte and has progressed 
more quickly than expected defensively. He likely will be called up 
in September, if not sooner. —Scott Merkin 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 

LHP Jeremy Sowers was promoted and pressed into a starting role 
because of the struggles of RHP Jason Johnson, who was traded to 
the Red Sox last week. Sowers, 23, has command on both sides of 
the plate and outthinks hitters. One concern is he'll put too much 
pressure on himself to be a savior in what is looking like a lost 
season. ... The team has several players it would consider trading 
by the July 31 deadline, veterans such as 2B Ronnie Belliard, 
RHP Bob Wickman, 3B Aaron Boone and 1B Eduardo Perez. A 
priority will be placed on landing an upper-level middle infielder. 
HOT PROSPECT: 3B Andy Marte has stopped overswinging in 
hitters counts, and the results have been noticeable. At one point, 
he had homered in five straight games for Class AAA Buffalo. 
Marte is seen as a potential middle-of-the-order hitter with power. 
On defense, he needs a little seasoning. —Anthony Castrovince 


® So, what did Michael PS1K-TIME MERLD KARATE CEAMPISA! | 
Barrett do during his 10-game 

suspension for sucker CHUGK NORRIS 
punching AJ. Pierzynski and PRIVATE LESSON 

igniting a benches-clearing [Pil me 
brawl the last time these 
teams met? Worried about his 
reputation as a sissy 
puncher—Pierzynski laughed 
off the blow—Barrett switched 
from Richard Simmons’ 
Dance Your Pants Off! DVD to Chuck Norris’ Private Lesson 
workout video. Says Pierzynski, “I've been involved with pro 
wrestling, and those guys hit harder than Barrett.” 


Car dealerships have hail 
sales every spring, your 
redneck neighbors have a 
garage sale every two 


@ What's more shocking, 
that the Giants’ staff has 
allowed more homers than 
the Rockies’ or that 


months, and the Marlins Randy 

have fire sales every seven Winn 

years. Marlins fans, all 12 of began the 
them, can see the 2004 week with # 
world champion Red Sox more r=] 
and the 2003 world home z 
champion Marlins, with Mike runs than 2 
Lowell, Alex Gonzalez and Todd = 
Josh Beckett in town. Helton? 8 
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DETROIT TIGERS 


RHP Zach Miner's winning ways 

can be traced to his renewed 
aggressiveness. By going after hitters 
with his deceptive sinking fastball, he 
has been able to set up his changeup 
as an out pitch. ... RHP Justin 
Verlander's fastball has lost a little 
zip from the 100 mph he was 
approaching in April, but it’s more a 
matter of the rookie’s settling down 
than anything physical. By taking 
power off the pitch, he can 

regain some control in the zone. 

HOT PROSPECT: RHP Humberto 
Sanchez, nearly written off two years 
ago while he dealt with injuries and 
control problems, now could be called 
up if a pitcher on the big-league 

staff is injured. Sanchez throws a 
mid-90s fastball, but his ability to 
spot his curveball and develop his 
changeup will determine whether he 
eventually cracks the Tigers’ rotation or 
shifts to relief. Jason Beck 
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KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


New G.M. Dayton Moore surprised some by trading LHP J.P Howell, 
considered one of the club's top prospects, to the Devil Rays for 

CF Joey Gathright. Gathright has great speed and could be the 
long-term leadoff hitter if he can prove his recent struggles at the 
plate are an aberration, Gathright’s arrival means David DeJesus 
can move to left field. ... Manager Buddy Bell is considering moving 
RHP Todd Wellemeyer, claimed off waivers June 11, into the 
rotation. His first 78 big-league appearances all were in relief. He 
has more strikeouts than innings in his career, but he has been 
dogged by control problems. HOT PROSPECT: 3B Alex Gordon 
may be accelerating his big-league arrival with his play at Class AA. 
He is a line-drive hitter with some power and rarely chases bad 
pitches. The second overall pick in the 2005 draft, Gordon is a solid 
defender who can be spectacular in the field. Gordon was selected 
to play in the Futures Game during the All-Star break. —Jim Molony 


MINNESOTA TWINS 


After some early struggles, RHP Jesse Crain has re-established 
himself as a reliable late-innings reliever. Crain, who entered the 
week with a 1.59 ERA in June, is a sinkerball specialist who left 
too many pitches up early in the season, With RHP Matt Guerrier 
(broken thumb) on the D.L, Crain needs to be an effective bridge 
to RHPs Juan Rincon and Joe Nathan. ... When Shannon Stewart 
(foot) finally returns, he'll be the club’s DH rather than its left 
fielder. OF Jason Kubel is playing well, so there is no reason to 
quickly push Stewart back in the field. HOT PROSPECT: RHP Pat 
Neshek, who throws with a sidearm delivery, has established 
himself as an effective closer at Class AAA and is averaging more 
than a strikeout per inning. Neshek, 25, still needs to refine his 
stuff, but he might get the call to the big leagues this season 
because the Twins’ middle relief is in transition. —Kelly Thesier 
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Dream week 


Did anyone care about this rivalry when both teams still 
were in Canada? At some point, MLB execs decided the 
continuation of this interleague series made sense. That's 
only slightly less asinine than Hollywood execs’ giving the 
green light to the Little Man script. 


June 29-July 5 


THURSDAY, 6/29 The great Leo Mazzone 
Nationals at Blue Jays rocks his way back to 
Atlanta. “Great to be 
FRIDAY, 6/30 uA _ back. It’s one of the few 
White Sox at Cubs 2 places | can go and say 
#2 with confidence that their 
SATURDAY, 7/1 aE ES bullpen is a bigger 
Orioles at Braves = disaster than ours” 
SUNDAY, 7/2 A playoff preview? You bet. 
Red Sox at Marlins And aside from a Defenseless 
Cameraman Foundation 
MONDAY, 7/3 convention, there’s nowhere 
Tigers at As Tigers ace Kenny Rogers would 
rather be. He has a 24-4 career 
TUESDAY, 7/4 record at McAfee Coliseum. 


Yankees at Indians 


WEDNESDAY, 7/5 
Giants at Rockies 


If you're looking for fireworks on the Fourth, you've come 
to the right place. Although Jason Johnson is an Indians 
memory and Randy Johnson isn’t expected to start in this 
series, the Big Unit received a five-game suspension in 
mid-June for coming inside on Cleveland’s Eduardo Perez— 
after Jason Johnson had hit Jorge Posada. —Chris Bahr 


LOS ANGELES ANGELS 


Tommy Murphy was called up to take the 
roster spot of CF Darin Erstad, who was 
put on the disabled list with a sore right 
ankle. Murphy is a speedy outfielder with a 
great arm and a natural feel for the 
position. He will be used mostly as a 
defensive substitute and pinch runner and 
will get an occasional start in place of 
Chone Figgins in center. ... RF Viadimir 
Guerrero is in one of the worst slumps of 
his career. Always a free swinger, Guerrero 
has been even more aggressive at the 
plate than normal. As a result, he has had 
too many unproductive one-pitch at-bats. 
HOT PROSPECT: It is only a matter of 
time before RHP Jered Weaver returns to 
the Angels. He went 4-0 in four 

big-league starts earlier this season and 
tossed a complete game with a 
franchise-record 14 strikeouts in a recent start at Class AAA Salt Lake City. Look for 
Weaver to return to the big club later this season and to be in the rotation next year. 
Weaver relies on great control and a deceptive delivery. —Mike Scarr 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


Since opening the season O-for-27, 1B Dan Johnson has made a remarkable 
recovery at the plate, mainly because he has put in a ton of work with hitting coach 
Gerald Perry and ditched his pull-everything mentality. Johnson batted .371 with six 
doubles, four homers and 15 RBIs in his first 18 games in June while regularly using 
the opposite field. ... OF Bobby Kielty, who had two brief stints at Class AAA early in 
the season, is benefiting from the extra at-bats afforded by OF Milton Bradley's 
extended absence because of injuries. In a recent 10-game span, Kielty hit .389 with 
four doubles, a triple and two homers. HOT PROSPECT: RHP Jason Windsor, a 
third-round pick in 2004, started the year strong at Class AA Midland, then went 6-0 
with a 4.06 ERA and 47 strikeouts in 4444 innings in his first eight starts at Class AAA 
Sacramento. The A's are handling Windsor, 23, with care, but he might get a look at 
the big-league level soon if injuries continue to mount. —Mychael Urban 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


2B Jose Lopez recently detected two mechanical flaws in his swing while watching 
video of his at-bats. Lopez was holding his hands too low and stepping toward third 
base when he swung, which left him susceptible to outside pitches. Look for him to 
get back to driving the ball up the middle and to night field. ... 3B Adrian Beltre has 
responded well to his move to the No. 2 hole. He has shortened his swing, but that 
hasn't negatively affected his power. Beltre entered the week hitting .295 with five 
home runs in June. He hit .230 with two homers in April and May. HOT PROSPECT: 
If the Mariners decide to make a change in the rotation, they will give a lot of 
consideration to RHP Francisco Cruceta, who was claimed off waivers from Cleveland 
last August and was 6-4 with a 3.54 ERA in his first 14 starts at Class AAA. Cruceta 
recorded 92 strikeouts in his first 7644 innings and throws a fastball, slider and 
split-finger pitch. He occasionally has control problems. —Corey Beck 


TEXAS RANGERS 


Manager Buck Showalter wants IF/OF Mark DeRosa in the lineup every day. 
Showalter has been playing DeRosa a lot in right field, but he will spot him at other 
positions to take advantage of his versatility. DeRosa’s bat is keeping him in the 
lineup; he began the week batting .344. He has been hitting fifth but could be moved 
to the No. 2 spot at some point. ... RHP Adam Eaton (finger) was expected to make 
his first rehab start this week and could be back in the rotation by the end of July. 
HOT PROSPECT: LHP John Danks continues to push through the organization. The 
club's first-round draft pick in 2003 was promoted from Class AA Frisco to Class AAA 
Oklahoma last week after an eight-start stretch in which he went 4-0 with a 2.70 ERA. 
His breaking ball has been sharp, and he is keeping his fastball down. He already has 
a plus changeup. If Danks, 21, has a good month for Class AAA Oklahoma, the 
Rangers could take a hard look at him in the second half. —7:R. Sullivan 


= 
a 
= 
o 
is 
” 
ta 
a 
= 
oS 
oS 
=z 
= 
Ss 
4 


ATLANTA BRAVES 


The numerous leg injuries 3B Chipper 
Jones has suffered over the past three 
seasons have zapped much of his 
power. His inconsistency from both sides 
of the plate has greatly hindered the 
offense and raised questions about his 
future. He has looked much older than 
34, and his reduced mobility makes him 
a liability at third. ... RHP Jorge Sosa has 
been moved to a relief role to help the 
horrendous bullpen. His electric arm 
gives him the potential to be a 
successful closer or serve as a reliable 
setup man for RHP Ken Ray. Sosa has 
struggled against lefthanded hitters, but 
his slide step helps keep baserunners 
from advancing into scoring position. 
HOT PROSPECT: RHP Kevin Barry is 
the latest pitcher summoned to Atlanta 
to fill a relief role. He had a stellar May 
as a Starter at Class AAA but hasn't 
been as sham recently. He has shown 
better control this year while continuing 
to pile up strikeouts. —Mark Bowman 


NEW YORK METS 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


Mindful of not overworking his young 
pitchers, manager Joe Girardi tries to 
avoid using his rookie relievers on 
more than two consecutive days. 
However, veteran closer Joe Borowski 
is available to pitch three days in a 
row. He has settled in as a one-inning 
guy. ... Newly recalled RHP Jeff 
Fulchino gives the team a long-relief 
option after having started for Class 
AAA Albuquerque. ... Rookie SS Hanley 
Ramirez continues to bat leadoff, even 
though he hit .165 in his first 20 
games in June. He has immense 
potential, but his swing hasn't been 
right since he strained his left shoulder 
while striking out in Atlanta in mid-May. 
HOT PROSPECT: RHP Anibal Sanchez 
is showing why he is so highly 
regarded. He has regained arm 
strength after experiencing shoulder 
tightness in spring training, and he 

has an excellent strikeouts-to-walk 
ratio at Class AA. —Joe Frisaro 


Rookie OF Lastings Milledge likely will return to Class AAA Norfolk when LF Cliff 
Floyd (ankle) returns from the D.L., but the club believes Milledge can be an asset 
later in the season. How Milledge would fit on the roster, barring another injury, is 
unclear. ... RHP Duaner Sanchez (pinched nerve in neck) likely will be available to 
pitch this week. He left a game last week after just two pitches, but a subsequent 
MRI showed no damage to his shoulder. HOT PROSPECT: The acquisition of 

RHP Orlando Hernandez and the emergence of RHP Alay Soler pushed RHP Mike 
Pelfrey into the background, but Pelfrey still might get called up after the All-Star 
break, The 6-7 Pelfrey had a 2.48 ERA in his first 10 starts at Class AA Binghamton 
and was averaging better than a strikeout an inning. The Mets like the makeup of 
Pelfrey, 22, as much as they like his power arm. —Marty Noble 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


1B Ryan Howard has great plate 
coverage for a power hitter, as 
evidenced by the balls he hit in his 
seven-RBI night against the Yankees 
last week. He homered off RHP Mike 
Mussina on pitches in and 
away, and he hung in against 
a tough lefthanded reliever, 
Mike Myers, to hit a triple. ... 
CF Aaron Rowand insists he 
has hit the ball hard since a 
his return from the D.L., but 
the results have been 4, 
subpar. It also is reasonable i 


to assume N.L. pitchers have Howard 


made adjustments against Rowand, 
who spent his first five big-league 
seasons with the White Sox. 

HOT PROSPECT: RHP Gavin Floyd 
appears to have straightened things out 
after his demotion to Class AAA 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. He made three 
solid starts, and his control was much 
improved. Floyd is in line to return to 
the majors should the Phillies need a 
starter. —Ken Mandel 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS 


In need of an extra reliever because the 
bullpen has been taxed, the Nationals 
added RHP Jason Bergmann from 
Class AAA New Orleans. RHPs Gary 
Majewski, Jon Rauch and Saul Rivera 
and LHPs Mike Stanton and 
Bill Bray all have been 
overused. ... OF Jose Guillen 
has been released twice and 
© traded three times during his 
8 career, but he says this is the 
" & Worst season he has ever 
= experienced because he has 
‘S had to deal with so many 
injuries. Guillen has been on 
the D.L with a hamstring strain, and he 
has had shoulder, wrist and oblique 
problems. He entered the week with a 
.210 batting average and a .267 
on-base percentage. HOT PROSPECT: 
Look for 3B Kory Casto to be called up 
and stick for a while because the 
incoming ownership group wants to go 
with a youth movement. He could move 
to the outfield because third belongs to 
Ryan Zimmerman. —Bil/ Ladson 
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BASEBALL 


NL. CENTRAL —_ 


CHICAGO CUBS 


1B Derrek Lee (wrist) returned from his minor league rehab 
assignment sooner than the Cubs would have liked. He'll wear a 
brace on the bases and play with his wrist taped, and he'll take 
Rather than call up a minor leaguer, 
the Cubs decided 1B Phil Nevin could be the backup to C Henry 
Blanco while Michael Barrett serves his 10-game suspension. 
Nevin has played 109 games at catcher—mostly in 1998 and ’99. 
HOT PROSPECT: OF Felix Pie will be high on the list of call-ups if 


days off when he needs to. ... 


the Cubs go young in the second half. CF Juan Pierre has been a 
disappointment, and if he’s traded, Pie could replace him, Pie has good speed but becomes 
tentative after he’s thrown out. He has solid power but strikes out often. —Carrie Muskat 


CINCINNATI REDS 


RHP Todd Coffey hasn't been getting 
enough work to stay sharp since taking 
over as closer. Manager Jerry Narron 
might mix Coffey with LHPs Chris 
Hammond and Kent Mercker and 

RHP David Weathers in a committeelike 
format in the late innings. ... Shoulder 
tendinitis has LHP Brandon Claussen on 
the D.L., but he might have been demoted 
anyway. Claussen had trouble being 
aggressive in the strike zone. With 

RHP Joe Mays looking good in his place, 
Claussen might not get his job back. 

HOT PROSPECT: RHP Homer Bailey, who 
recently was promoted to Class AA 
Chattanooga, has a mid- to high-90s 
fastball and a sharp breaking pitch. The 
Reds want Bailey to keep the ball down and 
resist the urge to overthrow. —Mark Sheldon 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


RHP Fernando Nieve was moved to the 
bullpen when RHP Roger Clemens 
returned because Nieve’s fastball hits the 
upper 90s and the Astros project 

RHP Taylor Buchholz, who was the other 
bullpen candidate, as a top-of-the-rotation 
starter. Buchholz probably will be optioned 
to Class AAA when RHP Brandon Backe 
returns after the All-Star break. ... RF Jason 
Lane recently widened his stance and 
shortened his swing, which corrected an 
uneven weight shift in his lower body and 
has improved his average and power. 

HOT PROSPECT: Hunter Pence, the club's 
top outfield prospect, is having an 
All-Star-caliber year at Class AA. Pence 
hits for power and average and has good 
speed. He'll have a good chance to make 
the team next spring. —Alyson Footer 


After starting the season on an alarming error pace, 2B Rickie Weeks has tightened up his 
defense with help from coaches Dale Sveum and Robin Yount. Weeks has a strong arm, and 
taking a split-second longer on routine grounders has helped his accuracy. He has worked at 
length on charging slow rollers and making running throws. ... RHP Matt Wise is puzzled by the 
5-6 mph increase in velocity of his signature changeup. For the off-speed pitch to be effective, 
Wise needs a significant differential between it and his 88-90 mph fastball. He believes the 
trouble is related to his grip. HOT PROSPECT: 3B Ryan Braun earned a promotion to Class AA 
last week but is still a year or two away. Braun is a fabulous all-around hitter with tremendous 
potential. Like most young players, he needs to work on his defense. —Adam McCalvy 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


RHP Kip Wells, who returned last week 
after undergoing surgery in the spring to 
repair a blocked artery, is showing the 
same inability to throw strikes consistently 
that plagued him in 2005. The team is 
hopeful Wells, who can become a free 
agent after this season, improves his 
command; that way, it can get maximum 
value for him in any deal at the trading 
deadline. HOT PROSPECT: LHP Tom 
Gorzelanny, the organization’s top pitching 
prospect, has excelled in his first season 
at Class AAA. Relying on a fastball that 
tops out in the mid-90s, he ranks among 
the International League leaders in ERA 
and strikeouts. Gorzelanny, who was up 
briefly with the Pirates last September, 
likely will join the rotation by August even if 
Wells is not traded. —Ed Eagle 
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ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


1B Albert Pujols (oblique strain) 
acknowledges that it might take time for 
him to fully regain his timing at the plate. 
Pujols did not go on a rehab assignment 
before being activated from the D.L. last 
week. ... LHP Mark Mulder believes his 
inability to extend his pitching arm 
completely—a condition that landed him 
on the D.L.—is the direct cause of his 
recent slump. Mulder’s velocity was down, 
and his pitches were too high too often. 
HOT PROSPECT: RHP Anthony Reyes may 
have arrived for good. With Mulder out, 
Reyes will pitch every fifth day. He throws his 
fastball at 92-93 mph with ease and can 
tun it up to 96. His curve is very good, and 
his changeup is a true out pitch. Reyes’ 
command is excellent, and he’s considered 
very coachable. —Matthew Leach 
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ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


RF Shawn Green is having success 
shortening his stroke and taking 
pitches up the middle or the other 
way. The challenge for him now is to 
incorporate power back into his 
swing. When he tries to do that, his 
swing sometimes gets too long and 
his average drops. Finding the right 
balance has become an ongoing 
process. ... OF Jeff DaVanon has a 
good eye at the plate and does a 
nice job of working the count in his 
limited at-bats. DaVanon, 32, 
brings energy to the lineup. 

HOT PROSPECT: OF Scott Hairston 
is putting up big numbers at 

Class AAA Tucson. Hairston has a 
short stride and a quick bat that 
allows him to hit the best fastballs. 
He's still a little stiff on defense, 
but he seems more comfortable 

in left field this season and the 
organization is committed to 

using him there. —Steve Gilbert 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


[MLB.com | 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


CF Choo Freeman has produced as 
a righthanded hitter during 
infrequent starts, and manager Clint 
Hurdle says he'll get more at-bats. 
Freeman and OF Ryan Spilborghs, 
another righthanded hitter, will cut 
into the playing time of struggling 
lefthanded-hitting CF Cory Sullivan. 
... The emergence of 2B Jamey 
Carroll, a strong situational hitter who 
has proved he has the ability to 
adapt to any role, has eliminated the 
need for acquiring a leadoff man. 
HOT PROSPECT: Two Class AA Tulsa 
teammates, SS Troy Tulowitzki and 
3B lan Stewart, have gotten more 
attention, but C Chris lannetta may 
progress faster than either. lannetta, 
who played in the 2005 Futures 
Game, batted .321 with 11 homers 
and 26 RBIs in his first 44 games 
and held his own defensively. His play 
earned him a call-up to Class AAA 
Colorado Springs. —Thomas Harding 


Cesar Izturis, a Gold Glove shortstop given two days to prepare for a new position, 
made a flawless debut at third base in his return from elbow surgery. Izturis was 
immediately expected to become an everyday player again because of the need 
to replace Bill Mueller, whose career is in jeopardy because of deteriorating 
knees. ... Manager Grady Little says SS Rafael Furcal was more effective early in 
the season when he was playing hurt. Little’s theory is that Furcal's injuries made 
him less aggressive and more patient at the plate. Now healthy, Furcal is trying to 
make up for lost time and is less disciplined. HOT PROSPECT: Once one of the 
best lefthanded starting prospects in the minors, Greg Miller endured two years of 
shoulder problems and has retumed as a sidearming reliever. He has been nearly 
unhittable at Class AAA. He's focusing on trying to reduce his walks. —Ken Gurnick 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


The Padres couldn't be happier with 
the trade that brought them 

RHP Chris Young, 1B Adrian 
Gonzalez and OF Terrmel Sledge. 
Young has emerged as a 
top-of-the-rotation starter 
and an All-Star candidate, 
Gonzalez has a sweet 
stroke and plays intelligent 
defense, and Sledge 
ultimately will be a 
valuable contributor off the 
bench. ... OF Ben Johnson, 
who was called up to 
replace LF Dave Roberts 
(knee), has made an 
immediate impact with his power 
and speed. Johnson can play all the 
outfield positions. HOT PROSPECT: 
RHP Cla Meredith, 23, is a 
submarine-style control artist with a 
natural sinker that induces ground 
balls. He has made a good 
impression on the team and could 
bring a different look to the 
middle-relief unit. —Lyle Spencer 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


IF Kevin Frandsen has learned the 
nuances of playing third base and 
shortstop, which makes him valuable 
as a fill-in. He also could take 

2B Ray Durham's job. 
Durham was hitting .246 
entering the week. ... 

3B Pedro Feliz is an iron 

% man and shows no signs of 
& fatigue despite playing every 
= inning of every game 

% through late June. The Giants 
= want to keep his bat hot and 
8 B body fresh for August and 

© September, so look for him 
Feliz to get days off in July. 

HOT PROSPECT: A quick worker with 
great stuff, LHP Jack Taschner had 
control problems during his stint with 
the Giants, He was too amped, and he 
was sent to Class AAA Fresno to work 
on mechanical faults, too. He’s back in 
form now, waiting for his chance. His 
balance on the hill is better, and his 
success against righthanders has 
increased dramatically. —Rich Draper 
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Chris Simms might play well enough to wipe the 
pained expression off his head coach's face. 


Meet the bust-out boys on offense 


ur annual look at the 
young offensive players— 
excluding rookies—who 
are good bets to break out 
in 2006: 


Quarterback 

If ever a quarterback appeared 
ready to take the next step, it is 
Chris Simms of the Bucs. He 
played well in his first extended 
opportunity a year ago, and he’s 
capable of much more. Simms will 
benefit from Jon Gruden’s 
excellent game plans while not 
having to worry much about 
Gruden’s impatience because 
Brian Griese no longer is looking 
over Simms’ shoulder. 

Simms’ work ethic has 
endeared him to coaches and 
teammates. He often could be 
found throwing on the practice 
fields at One Buc Place at 5 p.m. in 
the middle of the offseason, and 
the only way his wife can see 
him during the day is if she 
brown-bags a lunch and comes to 
the team facility. And Simms is 
playing for money; his contract is 
up after this season. 


Running back 

Being a repeat member of the 
all-breakout team shows how 
highly I think of Detroit’s Kevin 
Jones, but it also shows he failed 
to break out last season. Over an 
eight-game stretch at the end of 
his rookie season, Jones was one 
of the best backs in football. He 
regressed in 2005, but there’s no 
reason he can’t thrive again. If the 
Lions’ line is even a step above 
worthless, Jones likely will make 
the Pro Bowl. 

Miami's Ronnie Brown will have 
a lot more going for him this year 
than as a rookie. Last year, he 
reported late, and it took time to 
integrate him into the offense. He 
got rolling, then got nicked up and 
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failed to sustain his roll. This year, 
Brown probably will get 85 
percent of the carries with Ricky 
Williams on an NFL-induced 
sabbatical. And new quarterback 
Daunte Culpepper will help open 
up the running game. 


Wide receiver 

My only question about Roddy 
White of the Falcons is whether 
Michael Vick can get him the ball 
consistently and accurately. Say 
this about Vick: He can fling it— 
and White has the speed and ball 
skills to make the home run catch. 
In the offseason Vick and White 
appear to have developed a 
chemistry that could result in 
White's being the team’s lead dog 
at receiver. 

One of two things will happen 
with the Bears’ Mark Bradley. He 
will suffer another knee injury, or 
he will become a star. He has too 
much big-play ability not to break 
out if he’s healthy. Bradley was 
just starting to put it together last 
season when he blew out his 
knee. 


Tight end 

There probably isn’t a more 
talented tight end than Kellen 
Winslow, though it’s unclear how a 
broken leg and a blown-out knee 
have affected his abilities. What 
Winslow has shown running 
around in shorts on the Browns’ 
practice fields this offseason has 
been very encouraging. And 
here’s the best part—he appears 
to be developing a rapport with 
quarterback Charlie Frye. 


Offensive tackle 

The Saints thought Jammal 
Brown was impressive enough as a 
rookie right tackle that they 
traded incumbent left tackle 
Wayne Gandy and switched 
Brown to that side. Pass 


protecting for the savvy Drew Brown had to 
Brees probably will be easier than share as a 

it was when Aaron Brooks was the rookie. Now, he 
quarterback. And how difficult gets to 

can it be to block for Reggie Bush? dominate. 


After splitting time last season 
between guard and tackle, the 
Vikings’ Marcus Johnson is ready 
to be a full-time right tackle. 
Johnson has the size and 
athleticism to match up with left 
ends—and win. He’ll be helped by 
Brad Childress’ offense, which 
doesn’t ask tackles to hold their 
blocks for exceptionally long. 


Guard 
As a rookie, Logan Mankins = 
might have been the Patriots’ —_//! } 
best offensive lineman. 
Mankins has been around 
Gillette Stadium all 
offseason, improving 
what already is the 
best part of his 
game—strength. 

If Floyd “Pork 
Chop” Womack 
stays healthy, 
Seahawks fans might 
not notice they lost the best guard 
in football when Steve Hutchinson 
signed with the Vikings. Womack 
has played well in limited 
chances. Playing next to left tackle 
Walter Jones will make Womack 
look better than he is. 


Center 

Look for Scott Wells of the 
Packers to benefit from being 
moved from guard. His game is 
quickness, mobility and angles, 
and he'll be able to use his 
strengths more effectively at 
center. The Packers’ shift to 
the Broncos-style running 
game will help Wells as 
much as anyone on their 
line. 

Next week: defense. SN 
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The Jets aren't saying so publicly, but 
look for them to drastically reduce 
the workload of 33-year-old 

RB Curtis Martin. Former coach 

m Her ards was fiercely loyal 

4 to Martin—too loyal—even though 

he showed signs of slowing down 

last season. New coach Eric s 

respects the venerable veteran, but he will have no 

qualms about sitting Martin for long stretches if it helps the team. Martin 

could be a new version of Marcus Allen, a premier back who steps into a 

part-time role and extends his career. > QB Joey Harri has looked 

somewhat inconsistent during his first few weeks with the Dolphins and has 
sustained the reputation he established during his four seasons in Detroit. 

The Dolphins are going to be patient with him, but some of the coaches are 

troubled by his tendency to get flustered when plays break down. > The 

Lions say predraft medical tests indicated rookie LB Ernie would not be 

prone to more concussions, but the team still is taking every precaution. Sims 

has been outfitted with a state-of-the-art Revolution helmet. The specially 

designed helmet helps reduce the risk of concussions, primarily on hits to the 

side of the head and jaw, but it has a different feel and some players don’t 

like it. Sims, who had five concussions during his career at Florida State, says 
he wore that type of helmet on occasion in college and will wear it in 

Detroit. > The Raiders likely will miss DT Ted Washington's 

presence in the middle of the line, but former teammates such 
as fellow DT Warre )p aren't upset about his departure. 
Washington was a prickly sort on and off the field, and he 
rubbed many players the wrong way. He also was admonished 
by the team for his poor treatment of the media. > The loss of 

backup QB Lt (knee) until at least midseason has 
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With a little extra meat on his bones, Spencer (36) would stand 
better chance of holding up against the likes of Anquan Boldin. 


thrust the Bucs into the market for a quarterback. With McCown’s injury 
coming so close to training camp, the team would like to add a player who 
has experience in a West Coast scheme, but the pickings are slim. Jay Fiedler 
is a possibility, but he is recovering from shoulder surgery and the team has 
some concerns about him. There’s an outside chance the team will talk to 

g on about coming out of retirement, but that’s probably a fallback 
option. Ti ay, who was a potential candidate to be traded before 
McCown’s injury, is the No. 2 quarterback for now. » 49ers CB Shawntae 

cer has shown improvement, but coaches would like to see him add 5 

to 10 pounds of muscle before the start of the season. The added weight 
could help Spencer in press coverage and allow him to match up better 
against bigger, quicker receivers. —SN correspondents 
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Everyone's favorite 
fantasy (yearbook) 


You wouldn’t go camping without 
checking the weather forecast, right? 
Well, it would be just as foolish to go 
to your draft without studying the 
2006 Fantasy Football Owners 
Manual. It’s chock-full of player 
analysis and rankings, crib sheets and 
expert advice and includes a killer 
mock draft. Get your copy today at 
newsstands, or order by phone at 
800-825-8508 or online at 


sportingnews.com/books/football. 


Few rookies are in a better position to 
succeed than Colts running back 
Joseph Addai. If he can pick up his 
pass-protection assignments, he'll be 
on the field a lot and find plenty of 
green space wheneverhe getsa 
handoff. 
Sage a aniamena aN ae se 
The Steelers will miss 
There was nothing more uplifting 
than seeing him rumble for a big first 
down. Bettis was the emotional lea: 
of the team—the player others rallie 
around. And even in his 13th and 
final season, he was one of the best 
short-yardage backs in the NFL. 

Ifthe players around Brett Favreare 
capable, he will not make the kinds of. 
“stupid” throws he made a year ag 
Favre took unwise risks because ti 
was the only way for him to try to 
keep the Packers in games. Favre and 
the Packers aren't done yet. 


aa 
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INSIDE THE 


UNIT ANALYSIS 
Wide receivers 


Chad Johnson and TJ. 
Houshmandzadeh excel in 
their roles. The depth is solid. 


Marvin Harrison, Reggie 
Wayne and Brandon Stokley 
could be the NFs best trio. 


Randy Moss is as good as 
they come. Jerry Porter plays 
like a No, 1 at times. 


Rod Smith is rock-solid, 
and Javon Walker is one of 
the best around—if healthy. 


In Andre Johnson and Eric 
4 Moulds, the Texans finally 
have a strong duo. 


Tom Brady loves Deion 


Branch. Look out for Chad 
Jackson once he catches on. 


Hines Ward does it all. The 
team has the players to 
replace Antwaan Randle El. 


There isn't a great deal of 
flash, but there is a good deal 
of substance. 


Chris Chambers is living 
up to his vast talent. Marty 
Booker can provide big plays. 


Lee Evans has great 
=a speed and hands. The rest of 
this group is a question mark. 
Braylon Edwards needs to 
prove he’s healthy. Joe 
Jurevicius is a good fit. 


Laveranues Coles and 
)) Justin McCareins are decent, 
but there’s no deep threat. 


\ 


There is no home run 
hitter, but the team has 
reliable catchers and runners. 


- David Givens, Drew 
)) Bennett and Bobby Wade are 
® a sound threesome. 


Samie Parker is unproven 
as the No. 2, and the depth 
is almost nonexistent. 


Who will take Jimmy 
¥) Smith's place? The options 
all are too inexperienced. 
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CHIEFS coaches used to let the sloppy 
workout habits of DT Ryan Sims slide, but 
coordinator Gunther Cunningham and 
line coach Tim Krumrie now are calling 
out Sims for his misdeeds. ... The 
RAVENS acquired SS Gerome Sapp from 
the Colts, and he could start. Sapp won't 
make a lot of plays on the ball, but he 
has the ability to play like an extra 
linebacker against the run. ... BILLS 

QB Craig Nall’s knowledge and execution 
of the offense have improved after he 
initially struggled picking up the system. 
Nall has a shot at starting, but J.R 
Losman and Kelly Holcomb had better 
overall spring showings. ... The 
STEELERS like new FS Ryan Clark 
because he is accustomed to 
complementing a safety who roams the 
field. He worked with Sean Taylor in 
Washington and now will team up with 
Troy Polamalu. Clark is not as physical as 
predecessor Chris Hope but has better 
speed. ... Look for DL Darrell Reid to 
contribute more to the COLTS’ rotation. 
He is strong enough to play tackle and 
quick enough to move outside to end. ... 
QB Jake Plummer wants the BRONCOS 
to make more big plays in the passing 
game. For that to happen, WR Javon 
Walker needs to be healthy, rookie 

TE Tony Scheffler has to show he can 
separate from linebackers on deep seam 
routes and WR Ashley Lelie needs to 
stop pouting and play up to his ability. ... 
At the end of last season, CB Reynaldo 
Hill asked the TITANS for tapes of elite 
CBs Champ Bailey, Samari Rolle, 
DeAngelo Hall and Shawn Springs so he 
could observe how they break on the 
ball. Hill has added some of their 
techniques to his game. Hill is getting out 
of his breaks better after having 
offseason surgery to repair a sports 
hernia. ... As a rookie, DOLPHINS 

DE Matt Roth tried to get by on intensity 


and tended to plow straight into blockers. 


Roth isn’t strong enough to do that at 
this level, and his short arms make it 


hard for him to 
play with leverage. 
This offseason, 
Roth has focused 
on using his 
speed and 
attacking linemen 
from different 
angles to get 
them off-balance 
... BENGALS 
rookie 

CB Johnathan 
Joseph has great 
speed and ball 
skills, and he’s 
soaking up the 
nuances of the 
game. He's a 
candidate to be 
the nickel back. ... 
Because the 
strength of the 
PATRIOTS’ 
defense is the 
quality and depth 
of the line, some 
feel they would be 
better off with the 
4-3 as their base 
system. But Bill Belichick still believes in 
the 3-4 because it offers greater flexibility 
on third down and allows fewer big 
running plays. ... BROWNS rookie 

OLB Kamerion Wimbley showed a 
sensational burst off the snap at 
minicamp. The coaches think Wimbley, a 
college end, has ideal instincts and skills 
for playing the run and dropping into 
coverage. ... Look for CB Lewis Sanders, 
entering his second year with the 
TEXANS, to provide quality depth. He has 
shown a knack for getting to the ball and 
breaking up plays during offseason 
workouts. ... The CHARGERS need 

LT Roman Oben to return to health after 
two foot surgeries this offseason. Also, 

RT Shane Olivea needs to boost his 
performance. If Oben and Olivea aren't 


performing well in 


out of contention. 
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Jet due for early arrival 


Rookie Kellen Clemens might have the strongest 
arm among Jets quarterbacks, and he gets rid of the 
ball with a quick flick. He has a fiery, take-charge 
personality and could win over the veterans by 


exhibition games. The quarterback 


of the future may arrive by Halloween if the team is 


solid bookends, RB LaDainian Tomlinson 
will encounter too much traffic at the line. 
... Not only have the JAGUARS added 
Maurice Drew to their running back mix, 
but they have added more running plays 
to their playbook. Look for more sweeps, 
counters and draws. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike 
Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; 
Cincinnati, Chick Ludwig; Cleveland, 
Steve Doerschuk; Denver, Lee Rasizer; 
Houston, Megan Mantull; Indianapolis, 
Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Bart 
Hubbuch; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; 
Miami, Jason Cole; New England, Tom 
Curran; New York, Rich Cimini; Oakland, 
Steve Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; 
San Diego, Kevin Acee; Tennessee, 
Jim Wyatt. 


Extra legwork 7 


Raiders K 
and P Shane 

Lechler are coming off down 
seasons, So new special teams 
coach Ted Daisher intends to N | 
get them more meaningful work \ ‘| 
in training camp practices. In 
the past, Janikowski and 
Lechler largely were left alone 
because they had performed = | 
well in games. 


i 
20D 
2) 
i= 
4 
So 
S 
& 
<= 


INSIDE THE 


Rookie Sinorice Moss adds a new 
dimension to the GIANTS’ wide receiver 
unit. The coaches already have drawn up 
wide receiver screens, quick slants and 
outs and a few reverses to take 
advantage of his speed, quickness and 
versatility. ... One reason the PANTHERS 
signed DT Maake Kemoeatu was his 
size, but he appeared bigger than his 
listed 350 pounds and looked a little 
slow at June workouts. The team wants 
him to take up space but would like him 
to show more quickness. ... Brandon 
Moore has claimed one of the 49ERS’ 
starting outside linebacker jobs, which 
pushes Corey Smith into a backup role. 
Moore played inside for much of the 
offseason but is versatile. He impressed 
coaches in minicamps by closing quickly 
on the ball and using good technique to 
shed blockers. ... The battle between 
Cory Redding and Kalimba Edwards for 
the LIONS’ starting left end job could 
hinge on which player can become a 
two-way threat the quickest. Redding is 
improving his pass-rush skills; Edwards 
has increased his strength to better 
handle the run. ... SAINTS MLB Alfred 
Fincher struggled to adapt as a rookie 
but has been working extensively with 
the first-string defense the past month. 
He is handling the signal-calling duties 
well, and the new coaches seem to have 
faith in him. ... At 6-2, DJ. Hackett has 
the height the rest of the SEAHAWKS’ 
wide receivers lack. He needs to be 
more consistent, but look for him to get 
plenty of reps with the No. 1 offense in 
three- and four-receiver sets during 
camp. ... BEARS QB Brian Griese was 
solid in the spring and showed good 
comprehension of the playbook. He took 
some reps away from Kyle Orton, but the 
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*; Let's get physical 

y New offensive line coach Paul 

Boudreau is stressing a more physical, 

power-blocking approach than the Rams 


have employed in the past, which could 
foreshadow a greater commitment to the 


team wants Griese at full speed in case 
Rex Grossman gets hurt again. ... The 
COWBOYS need to develop another 
pass-rushing end, and they love third- 
round pick Jason Hatcher's potential. 
The team has asked Hatcher to focus on 
Creating a go-to move before he works 
on diversifying his repertoire. ... The 
BUCCANEERS’ only backup safety with 
experience is Kalvin Pearson, who has 


running game. RT 
show he’s ready to handle the new 
approach following a good offseason. 
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must 


played 19 games, so depth is a 
concern. Second-year player Donte 
Nicholson is a powerful hitter but still 
doesn’t have the coverage skills to play 
regularly. ... Eric Edwards could 
develop into the all-around tight end 
the CARDINALS have been seeking. He 
has the speed to get open down the 
seam and has improved as a blocker. ... 
The VIKINGS’ middle linebacker job 
remains unsettled. The players who have 
received the longest looks are Napoleon 
Harris, who lacks intensity, and 
Dontarrious Thomas, who has no 
instincts for the position. ... The 
FALCONS would like to sign two 
veterans with nasty streaks to improve 
depth at safety. Omare Lowe, a backup 
corner who is working behind FS Chris 
Crocker, sometimes struggles in man 
coverage but takes good angles on 
tackles. ... Rookies Daryn Colledge and 
Jason Spitz will enter training camp as 
the PACKERS’ starting guards. Both are 
mobile and athletic, a requirement in 
the new zone-blocking scheme. ... To 
keep starter Brian Westbrook from 
being overworked, the EAGLES will 
make sure RBs Ryan Moats and Bruce 
Perry get touches. Moats can break a 
long run at any time. Perry (5-9, 200) 
plays bigger than he is and can be 
effective in short-yardage situations. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Kent Somers; Atlanta, George Henry; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, Brad Biggs; Dallas, Jean-Jacques 
Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; Minnesota, Kevin Seifert; New Orleans, Mike Triplett; New York, Ralph 
Vacchiano; Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San Francisco, Dennis Georgatos; Seattle, Clare Farnsworth; Tampa Bay, 


Roy Cummings; Washington, Pau! Woody. 
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UNIT ANALYSIS 
Wide receivers 


i Anquan Boldin and Larry 
‘, Fitzgerald are studs. Bryant 
= Johnson is a decent No. 3. 


If they coexist peacefully, 
Keyshawn Johnson and Steve 
ae Smith will be a top duo. 


Torry Holt is one of the best, 
Isaac Bruce still produces, and 
Kevin Curtis has big-play ability. 


ey There's lots of age here, but 
he Terrell Owens is dynamic and 
£%@ Terry Glenn has big-play ability. 


Plaxico Burress and 
Amani Toomer are solid. The 
backups have speed to burn. 


Santana Moss always is a 
i t. threat to score. Brandon Lloyd 


could put up good numbers. 


pa / Look for Joe Horn to return 
@ to form; Donte’ Stallworth 
could become a top-tier guy. 


i Signing Nate Burleson 
-=2y) eases the concerns about 
® Darrell Jackson's balky knee. 


Roddy White and Michael 
Jenkins must tailor their skills 


to work well with Michael Vick. 


=) C+ There's enough talent, but 
Sy) Michael Clayton must take a 
RM step forward. 
@ © Roy Williams is on the 
| verge of being elite, but the 
unit's depth is unimpressive. 
There isn’t much proven 
depth behind No. 1 Koren 
Robinson. 
Questions abound. Is Todd 
Pinkston healthy? Can Reggie 
Brown be a No. 1? 


Adding Antonio Bryant and 
Bryan Gilmore bolstered an 
undistinguished group. 


Only Donald Driver can be 
considered a sure thing; the 
rest of the group is unproven. 


Only so much blame can 
be placed on the QB. The 
No. 2 job remains unsettled. 
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REHAB UPDATES 


Patriots LT Matt Light (broken 
fibula) was full-go during the 
team’s recent minicamp. He ran 
with the starting offense and 
didn’t seem limited in the 
noncontact workouts. Light is a 
good technician and has decent 
speed. The Patriots must make 
sure he hasn't lost any 
quickness because he will need 
it working on the edge against 
top pass rushers. ... Redskins 
DE Renaldo Wynn has good 
range of motion and is building 
up strength in the arm he broke 
in the playoffs against Tampa 
Bay. Wynn probably will play in 
some type of cast, partly for 
protection but more for peace of 
mind. ... Second-year Ravens 
DE/OLB Dan Cody’s rookie 
season lasted about 15 minutes 
before he left the field with a 
season-ending knee injury. His 
participation in a recent camp 
was expected to be limited, but 
he didn’t miss a repetition. No 


Light needs to be nimble because speed rushers are headed his way. 


pass-rushing abilities. Cody has 
an explosive first step and a high 
motor. ... Saints RB Deuce 
McAllister (torn ACL) was 
heavily involved in the last four 
weeks of organized team 
activities and hopes to 
participate fully in training 
camp. He is about 90 percent 
recovered from his injury and 
has been running for a few 
months. McAllister needs to 


Maybe they should have 
drafted a running back 


Texans RB Domanick Davis still is 
struggling to come back from the 
arthroscopic knee surgery he had last 
December. He was expected to 
participate in the team’s minicamps, but 
his knee swelled up after only one 
walk-through. Davis has a history of 
performing when it counts, but this could 
be an ongoing problem. 


STEPHAN SAVOIA / AP 
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... At the Cowboys’ recent 
minicamp, CB Anthony Henry 
(quadriceps) declared himself 
100 percent healthy. The injury 
robbed him of his explosiveness 
in the second half of 2005. He is 
a big, physical corner with long 
arms, which help him deflect a 
lot of passes. Henry can play 
bump-and-run or operate 
effectively in a zone, which 
helps the Cowboys’ flexibility on 


matter where Cody plays, the defense. 


Ravens want to tap into his 


keep working on his first-step 
burst and sharp cutting ability. 


S this the year the Cardinals finally break 


NER: | hope so. But | was pretty optimistic 
ar. I'm even more optimistic this year. We 
all the pieces. It's just, do we put it together 
nday and find ways to win games we've 
losing? 

is it true you lobbied for the team to sign 
n James? 

JARNER: | think anybody who knew anything 
bout it lobbied for that. That was one of those 
ainers, to have a guy with that credibility who 
0 aS many things as him. Not only does it 
ate excitement in your community, but it 

§ excitement within your team to have an 
ization that's willing to go out and make 
joves, which is something they've been 

d for in the past. 

Your two starting receivers, Larry Fitzgerald 
quan Boldin, had great numbers last year. 
W do they compare with your two receivers with 
‘ams, Isaac Bruce and Torry Holt? 

INNER: |f you put the ball in position to 

it, they catch it. That was the same thing | 
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7% KURT WARNER 


\ Cardinals quarterback 


had in St. Louis. They all do a tremendous job of 
getting open. The guys in St. Louis did it more with 
quickness, whereas the guys here in Arizona do it 
more with their size and positioning. 

SN: How is Denny Green's offensive system 
similar to or different from Mike Martz’s scheme 
with the Rams? 

WARNER: It is very similar to what | ran in 
St. Louis. The terminology is different, but the 
system is almost identical with regards to the 
plays we run and the reads that are made. I'm in 
a perfect comfort zone. 

SN: When you were with the Giants, the team 
had Eli Manning. How did you feel when the 
Cardinals drafted Matt Leinart? 

WARNER: It was a great move for our 
organization, a no-brainer. At the same time, | 
can’t help but think of what happened to me in 
New York, ... I've been assured by the organization 
that I’m the guy, and it’s my job to go out and play 
the way | do. They're willing to let Matt sit and wait 
until they believe he’s ready and | can’t do the 
best I'm capable of doing. I’m completely 
comfortable with that. -Dan Pompei 
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( Brian Vickers and Casey Mears have zero wins, so why are ) 
owners willing to add so many zeros to their paychecks? 


This is the best you can do? 


hen there's a bidding season, his phone rang off the hook manufacturers, the sanctioning 

war for a Nextel Cup with calls from Toyota and Robert body should absorb some of this 

driver who never has Yates Racing. They begged for his cost. Certainly, with its USAC 

won a Cup race—l’m services and threw enough money association, NASCAR can start 

talking about you, Brian at him to feed a Third World training the future Tony Stewarts, 
Vickers—it’s time for NASCAR and country. Vickers listened all the Jeff Gordons and Kasey Kahnes 
its teams to re-evaluate how they way to the bank and will drive a and eliminate the Cup Series’ 
develop young drivers. Toyota for the Red Bull team next deadwood. 

There is a long list of successful year. Meanwhile, Mears has signed One step in the right direction is 
Busch drivers who haven't done to drive Vickers’ car next year. the new modifieds series NASCAR 
squat since graduating to Cup. I don't get it. When did owners is about to unveil. It will include 
Vickers, 22 and in his third year on and sponsors get so desperate? drivers as young as 16 and will fall 
the tour, is one of them. He has 94 Is Jack Roush the only owner a level below the East-West Grand 
starts, and his best finish is second. with the foresight to develop a farm National Series. The new circuit will 
In identical Hendrick Motorsports system with enough depth that be another tool in bringing up the 
equipment, teammate Kyle Busch he’s not forced to venture into the future Denny Hamlins and Greg 
scored two wins as a rookie—one has-been well for drivers? And even Biffles and Carl Edwardses. 
of only six drivers to accomplish Roush is rumored to have spent Yes, it will take time, but a 
that feat. $4 million for Jamie McMurray, focused developmental program 

Unlike Vickers, who was who has yet to produce results that will result in better racing for 
promoted to Cup after winning a would make Crown Royal do NASCAR and its fans. SN 
Busch title, Casey Mears had little cartwheels. 
success at the Busch level. He has The spending frenzy isn’t be 
one more year in Cup than Vickers limited to young drivers. The 
has and the same number of wins. golden parachute Michael Waltrip H id li 
Mears’ soon-to-be-former boss, offered Dale Jarrett to ensure the Seeing a kid like 
Chip Ganassi, accepts Waltrip-owned team would have a David Gilliland slay 
responsibility for not providing champion’s provisional is every bit Goliath did my 
equipment competitive enough to as absurd. Sure, he’s a former 
retain his driver or attract top-line champ, but who can remember the heart good. Good 
talent to his organization. Vickers, last time D.J. was up on the wheel? for him. 
driving Hendrick equipment, has NASCAR must begin developing 
no such excuses. drivers at younger ages and in See what other underdogs 

Still, after Vickers announced he larger numbers. Given the poor Eddie D'Hondt has his eyes on at 
would leave Hendrick following this economic condition of domestic sportingnews.com. 


If NASCAR wants a Chase that's representative of the 
circuit, it must replace one of the intermediate tracks 
with a road course. A true champ has the skills to run 
anywhere. 

Why Ray Evernham continues to embarrass Erin Crocker 
by entering her in Busch races is anyone's guess. Running 
her in ARCA to gain experience before pitting her against 
Buschwhacking Cup drivers would make more sense. 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. is a lock for the Pepsi 400 at Daytona 
on Saturday. Though the team's approach this season has 
been cautious to ensure it makes the Chase, Junior will be 
anything but conservative at his favorite track. 


ERIK PEREL FOR SN 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 
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The most important turn 
is into your driveway. 


Jim Beam Kentucky Straight Soubon Whiskey, 40% Ale No: \@2006 James B. Beam Diiting C0. Clement. 
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rs will be one of two drivers for the Red Bull Toyota 
team next season. The company hopes to sign another young 
driver. What's the backup plan? Bringing E in to run the 
first season. Elliott, who will race at Chicago, New Hampshire, 
California and Homestead for Michael Waltrip Racing in a Chevrolet 
and Charlotte, Atlanta and Texas for Red Bull (probably in a Dodge, 
but that’s not certain) later this season, says the right deal could 
bring him out of partial retirement. > Troy Aikman says he and 
Hall of Fame Racing partner Roger Staubach will be happy if the 
No. 96 team finishes in the top 25 in owners points this season. 
Certainly, the team received a shot in the arm with é 2S 
tremendous third-place finish at Sonoma last Sunday, which 
boosted it to 27th in owners points. Aikman says expanding to two 
cars is in the plans but that the right people would have to be 
available before making that move. > Team owner G aas was 
released on $10 million bail last Friday after being arrested earlier 
in the week on federal tax fraud charges. Haas CNC Racing 


marketing director Ce says Haas’ situation will not affect 
the racing operation, which includes Jef n in the Nextel Cup 
Series and Johnny Sauter in the Busch Series, or the construction 


of a proposed wind tunnel in Concord, N.C. Haas CNC Racing will 
attempt to put both drivers in the field this weekend in the Cup 
race at Daytona. * Several Cup team owners have expressed 
interest in David Gilliland, who won his first career Busch race 
June 17 at Kentucky. He made his Nextel Cup debut at Sonoma 
last weekend and finished 32nd. Chevrolet also has taken notice. 
The factory will offer Gilliland support for his Clay Andrews Racing 
Monte Carlo and gave the team wind tunnel time in July. > How 
will NASCAR develop the Car of Tomorrow to make it builder-friendly? 
NASCAR will recruit former team fabricators who are familiar with 
the challenges of constructing stock cars, including former Dale 
Earnhardt Inc. fabricator Andy Johnson. The final production of 
templates has been delayed while the sanctioning body tweaks the 
back end of the car to improve aero balance. 
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Front stretch: 3,800 feet / 18° 
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Back stretch: 3,400 feet / 3° The No. 24 looked like it was driven by the of old as he broke his 
19-race winless streak by scoring his 74th career victory and his fifth win at 
Infineon Raceway. Though he has spent 12 of 16 races in the top 10 in points, 
Gordon’s team has been inconsistent. He has five top fives and three DNFs. 


Sludge robs your car of power and Sunday's win vaulted Gordon to eighth in points, only 48 behind sixth-place Jeff 


acceleration. Castro! GTX: Maximum Burton. With the tour rolling into Daytona this weekend, Gordon has a solid chance 
protection against sludge buildup. to improve his position. He has six wins there, including three in the Pepsi 400. 
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FOR THOSE WHO 
ALSO WANT TO 

PUT THEIR CAR IN 

THE GARAGE. © 


Remember when garages were for cars? Maybe youjust need the Craftsman® Garage 
Organization System. Its mix-and-match steel components include cabinets, back 
Sears walls and workbenches. And unlike other garage storage systems, 


Goodie. Geatpce, It’S COMpletely mobile. Available at 
Sears or Sears Hardware Stores. Order by phone CRA FTSMAN 
at 1-800-437-9686. Or go online at sears.com. orficattoosoF 


©Sears Brands, LLC, 2006 


1998: 


In what would 
be his biggest 
money-winning 
season, 
Mark Martin 
snags the big 
trophy at Bristol. 
Helping him get 
there was 
Valvoline. 


Y 


Valvoline. 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 


Who will win Saturday night at Daytona? 


Fantasy experts Vinnie lyer and Roger Kuznia pick Nextel Cup winners. Follow their running feud at 


Vinnie: Dale Roger: You're 
Earnhardt Jr. partially right, 
has had a Vinnie—the 
quietly winning car will 
successful be red. But it 
season; he’s in also will be 
the top five white and blue, 
despite only as in Greg 
one win. Well, Biffle’s No. 16 
it's time for National Guard 
No. 2 for No. 8, Ford. A Biffle win 
and the will come at the 
restrictor plates f perfect time, as 
of Daytona are z our nation 
justwhatJunior = & celebrates its 
needs to solidify z independence 
his standing. z and recognizes 
He's right up So the sacrifices so 
there with =f many Americans 


Jimmie Johnson 
and Jeff Gordon as the safest picks for this week— 
unlike Greg Biffle. Roger, get ready to buy me a cold, 
frosty Bud when | celebrate a smooth victory this week. 


Sleeper pick: Clint Bowyer 
Avoid at all costs: Bobby Labonte | 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished): Roger 1,201, Vinnie 1,077. 


TAKE 


Richard Petty : Dale 
gets his 200th Earnhardt 
and final win after Jr. wins the 
President Reagan 2001 race 
gives the command five months 
# to start the engines after his 
in 1984, father’s death. 


Protesting 
Michael 
Waltrip’s win 
under caution in 
2002, fans litter 
@ the backstretch 
with debris. 


ee es 


48. 1/7/06 


Memorable moments in Pepsi 400 history 


Sleeper pick: Elliott Sadler 
Avoid at all costs: Ryan Newman 


In 1998, the 
first start 
under the lights 
™ is delayed until 
m October 
because of 
A wildfires. 


have made to 


make our country great. Roush Racing was solid at 
Daytona earlier in the year, and Biffle, who's red-hot, 
will make me proud to be an American. 


Underdog 

Greg Sacks 
outruns Bill 
Elliott and 


= Darrell Waltrip 


for the victory in 
1985. —LS. 


RUSSELL WILLIAMS / AP 


BENSON TOOK A TRIP BACK HOME. [ 
THEN HE TOOK A TRIP TO VICTORY LANE. | 


Johnny Benson had the best Michigan 
homecoming ever. In front of a 
hometown crowd, Benson of Bill Davis 
Racing, captured the checkered for 
his first career NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series victory. It was only 

a matter of time. Determination, 
patience and a great strategy helped 
secure the victory. With only 28 laps 
to go, Benson drove his No. 23 Tundra, 
sponsored by Exide Batteries and 
Toyota Certified Used Vehicles to 

the head of the pack. Benson then 
held off the competition on a two-lap 
overtime green-white-checkered 
finish. Awesome job Johnny. 
toyota.com/NCTS 


(oe) The NASCAR Craftsman Trick Serie 
iii ed for Stock Cay Auto Racing, Inc. 


RACKSIDE SERVICES: N22 


“7 [Sar 


- Las Vegas 2005. 
Whether a driver needs a 
uniform, a team needs 
a critical part, or a race 
official needs a checkered 
flag, the only delivery 
truck you'll see trackside 
every weekend is the Big 
Brown Truck™ 


‘Official delivery company of 
CAR | 


ed 


* Aanic, Inc 


All reais ceserven 
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»\\hs\e\.3) DRIVER REPORTS 


Driver reports, written by Lee Spencer, will 
appear next in the August 18 issue. 


JEFF GREEN Crew chief 
Bootie Barker credits 
Green with providing the 
missing piece to the Haas 
CNC Racing puzzle. As a 
Hendrick Motorsports 
satellite squad, Green's 
No. 66 Chevrolet has all 
the tools to be a top 15 
contender, and it has three 
finishes in the top 15 this 
season. Team owner Gene 
Haas plans to build a wind 
tunnel, so this team 
eventually will have a 
steady stream of its own 
aerodynamic data. Haas’ 
legal problems aren’t 
expected to have an 

effect on the team. 
STERLING MARLIN 
Marlin’s matchup with crew 
chief Doug Randolph 
didn’t work out as 
expected. Marlin referred to 
his cars as “undrivable’” 
Marlin has been reunited 
with a former No. 40 crew 
chief, Scott Eggleston, who took over before last 
weekend's race at Sonoma. Marlin says the short track 
program is pretty good but adds the mile-and-a-half 
program is terrible. Considering MB2 Motorsports 
leases Hendrick engines and Marlin’s teammate, Joe 


TRAVIS KVAPIL The No. 32 crew has made 
significant gains since Kvapil joined. Crew chief 
Gary Putnam moved to the operation in January 
and eventually replaced James Ince, who 
abruptly left after Martinsville. The most 
significant change for Kvapil, going from Penske 
to PPI, is the smaller size of the PPI operation. 
This has forced Kvapil to be involved in the 
decision making instead of simply showing up 
and jumping behind the wheel. 


Labonte didn’t have a choice in his departure 
from Joe Gibbs Racing, but Petty Enterprises 
has done everything in its power to make 
Labonte, the 2000 Cup champion, feel at 
home. No, the No. 43 isn't the weekly 
contender it once was, but what that team 
lacks in technology it makes up in heart. eam 
manager Robbie Loomis and crew chief Todd 
Parrott are driven to turn this deal around. The 
Petty organization benefits from Evernham 
engines, but Labonte could use a better 
performance from his pit crew. 


to blame. A full-time 
sponsor with an infusion 
of cash would help. 
DAVE BLANEY He knew 
the issues that existed 
before he returned to Bill 
Davis Racing. The biggest 
problem is the lack of 
manufacturer support. 
The organization has 
backing from Toyota in the 
Craftsman Truck Series, 
but not enough 
information transfers from 
trucks to Cup. Couple 
that with the distraction 
of building a new fleet of 
Camrys for 2007 and it’s 
a lot to handle, even for 
veterans such as crew 
chiefs Kevin Hamlin and 
Derrick Finley. Blaney 
says especially his front 
suspensions need work. 
KEN SCHRADER 
Schrader, 51, is 
personable enough to 
maintain a presence in 
Cup despite qualifying for an AARP membership. Wood 
Brothers is a step up from BAM Racing, where Schrader 
received little support from Dodge. Wood Brothers can 
rely on Ford Racing engines and engineering. Schrader 
also benefits from the move of his BAM Racing crew 
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Nemechek, isn’t faring much better, the cars must be chief, David Hyder, to the No, 21. | 
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ups NASCAR File 


40:20 am / Friday 
Kyle Petty tries 


41:09 am / Friday 
Kyle tries jnother set of shocks. 


41:43am / Friday 
Kyle tries 4 third set. They fee 


41:44 am / Friday 
Kyle is not happy: 


12:00 pm / Friday 
Kyle's crew chie 
He calls UPS. 
9:30 am / Saturday 
UPS delivers the shocks 
Kyle runs them in qu 


3:12 pm / Saturday 
Kyle is happy: 


Only UPS deli 

2: ivers when N 

Official delivery company an oe it most. 
vAR 


a new-set of shocks in P 


| “worse than the first 


£ knows he has the per 


directly to th 
alifying- 


ff 


SERVICES: N°2056 


_. 
~ We ot 


March 2005 


s - Las Vegas 


ractice. They feel “funny.” 


They feel Hequishy.” 


set.” 


fect set back at the shop in NC. 


e infield garage- 


aa 


There isn’t much talent on the shelves for teams looking to spend money. ,) 


Free agents? Uh, no—most will 
cost a lot and do little 


fter a draft panned for its 

lack of immediate impact 

players, figure on the 

free-agent market to 

continue the trend. This is 
not exactly an offseason for an 
overhaul. It’s more of a summer 
for subtlety. 

For example, the top two 
names on the free-agent list are 
players who came up short in the 
playoffs and, frankly, went into the 
summer with the focus on their 
shortcomings. 

In Detroit, the question is 
whether offense-challenged Ben 
Wallace is worth anything close to 
the eight-figure salary he is 
seeking. And in Dallas, the issue is 
whether point guard Jason Terry 
is a point guard at all, considering 
he ranked 41st in assists per game 
during the regular season. Wallace 
and Terry couldn’t push quality 
contenders over the top, so how 
could they be expected to make 
that much of a difference with 
less-loaded teams? 

The next-best name on the 
free-agent list presents a similar 
conundrum. Among the reasons Al 

Harrington was 
dealt to Atlanta 


~ SF Ditk Nowitzki de 


| something” hesa 
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in 2004 was that 
Indiana viewed 
Stephen Jackson 
as an upgrade at 
small forward. 

And so it 
goes—these are 
free agents who 
will take your 
money gladly 
but can’t be 
counted on to 
help you in the 
standings. 

Among the 
available 
centers, the best 
that can be said 
about Joel 
Przybilla, Nazr 
Mohammed and 
Lorenzen Wright 
is that they occasionally work 
hard. On the perimeter, there is a 
“buyer beware” sentiment. 
Raptors point guard Mike James 
spent most of last season 
marketing himself instead of 
putting his statistics to any 
collective-good use. Kings guard 
Bonzi Wells had his moments in 
the postseason, but he also had 
his moments before burning 


\ Three estates of the Heat's 2005 roster overhaul may be 
) cast aside by their current teams. With a $15.7 million deal 
- expiring after next season, SF Eddie Jones could be caught 
Z a ina sell-off by the cost-conscious Grizzlies. In Cleveland, the 

te <0 ~ Cavaliers are seeking an upgrade over PG Damon. Jones. And in 
4 “Orlando, Keyon Dooling could be stuck behind emerging PG Jameer 
Nelson and midseason acquisition ¢ Carlos Arroyo. >So. how did Mavericks 
vitzki deal with his | Finals loss? He cut off his scraggly beard and 
buzzed his coiffure “I was sitting home disappointed ... and | had to do 
> ceties coach Doc Rivers hasn't taken kindly to the 
y suggestion by Heat SF Antoine Walker that the he ony co for G/F Paul Pierce to 


Big Ben wants big dollars. 


bridges in Portland 
and Memphis. 

And there is the 
one-dimensional 
collection: the 
outside shooting of 
Peja Stojakovic and 
Vladimir 
Radmanovic, the 
stats-hoarding of 
Drew Gooden and 
Chris Wilcox, the 
all-or-nothing 
offense of Flip 
Murray and Marcus 
Banks. 

There are only 
a few definitive 
difference-makers. 

Nene. Concerns 
about last season's 
knee injury remain, 
but there is something to be said 
about a young, aggressive inside 
presence who won't take shots 
from scorers already in place. He’s 
a restricted free agent, though, 
which means Denver can match 
any offer. 

Speedy Claxton. Put Claxton’s 
pure point guard skills on the 
Mavericks and maybe there won't 
be as many late-game breakdowns. 
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Bobby Jackson. He is another 
point guard with experience who 
won't necessarily break the 
budget but could lift a contender. 

Then there are the perfect fits, 
those who shouldn't think about 
moving: Alonzo Mourning (Heat), 
Sam Cassell (Clippers) and Tim 
Thomas (Suns). 

But it doesn’t matter where all 
these guys settle; trades are much 
more likely to have an impact on 
the 2006-07 standings. Stl 
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Come on, Mavs 
fans. Boo David 
Stern, but give the 
Heat a touch of 
respect. 


That's what Matt Spiegel thinks. 
Show the champs some love—or 


not—at sportingnews.com. 


geta title is to get out of Boston. “I mean, that’s s Antoine? Rivers told the Boston 
Herald. “Sometimes he shows a lot of class, and sometimes he doesn't” > In a 
league of teams desperate for big men, Denver figures to draw plenty of 
offseason attention. With PF Kenyon Martin and C Marcus Camby locked into 
top-dollar contracts and with F/C Nene and SF Carmelo Anthony heading in 
_ that direction, Nuggets coach George Karl says something has to give. “We have 
a frontcourt situation i in which Kenyon, Marcus, Nene, Carmelo all want to be 
paid $10 million? Kart says. “You can't have that. So there's going to have to be 


some ‘cleaning out there!" > Add Pacers PF Jermaine O'Neal to the list of 
-ever- shrinking bigmen (and ONeals). O'Neal (6-1 1) plans to drop his. playing 
‘weight from 265 to 250 with an offseason bar and onan. ier 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


decour 


One keeper of a program 


hile every other college 
coach is fishing 
metaphorically during 
July, Gonzaga’s Mark 
Few could be fishing 
literally. He could be out on the 
Pacific Northwest streams he 
loves, casting flies and trying to 
catch a summer breeze and a few 
hungry trout. 

He already 
has bagged his 
limit of 2007 
recruits. 

B Small 
forward Austin 
Daye of Irvine, 
Calif., might 
become the 
most 
decorated 
high school 
recruit to 
choose Gonzaga. 

@ Shooting guard Steven Gray 
of Bainbridge Island, Wash., is the 
owner of a picture-perfect jumper. 

@ Center Robert Sacre of North 
Vancouver, British Columbia, is 
6-11 and was starting to excite 
several big-time schools before 
the Zags landed him last autumn. 

Each is a top 100 prospect and 
could climb to rankings not 


The latest hot product for teens is not a game 
console or hip-hop CD. It’s Gonzaga. 


previously reached by Gonzaga 
recruits. Other coaches will 
spend the NCAA’s summer 
evaluation period searching for 
players to fill vacancies, but the 
Zags mostly will work on finding 
a skilled big man for the 2008 
class while keeping an eye on 
seniors-to-be just in case a spot 
opens. 

This is the 
latest step in 
Gonzaga’s 
ascent to 
major-power 
status. The 
program is 
conquering 
parts of the 
game that 
appeared at the 
start of the 
decade to be far 
beyond its reach. In 1999-2000, 
Few’s first season as coach, the 
Zags still were an overachieving 
mid-major no one wanted to face 
in the NCAA Tournament. Now, 
they are as much a part of the 
elite as the Bushes, Kennedys and 
Rockefellers. They demurely 
asked to enter the party and 
wound up picking the band, food 
and decor. 


Starting with 
the 2001-02 
season, 
Gonzaga has 
had two 
consensus 
All-Americans, 
Dan Dickau and 
Adam Morrison. 
Only Duke and 
Kansas had 
more. The Zags 
have been a 
single-digit seed in the past five 
NCAA Tournaments. Their games 
frequently are on ESPN and CBS. 
Plenty of big-name opponents are 
willing to play nonconference 
games against them. 

Elite prospects now consider 
Gonzaga a “cool” choice despite 
having to spend two months 
competing in the West Coast 
Conference if they pick the 
school. That element of cool is 
essential—much more important 
than many realize—and has been 
enhanced by Morrison. 

“A lot of kids are big Adam 
fans,” Few says. “He transcends 
socioeconomic issues, big 
city/small city, black/white. He’s 
got this cross-cultural kind of 
game kids really like.” 


Morrison has drained his last bucket for the Zags, 
but he keeps scoring recruiting points for Few. 


Morrison's prominence in the 
NBA draft is another step 
forward, Gonzaga’s only recent 
first-round pick had been 
Dickau—the 28th player chosen 
in 2002. The best prospects want 
to be certain they'll have the 
opportunity to develop into 
lottery picks. 

Gonzaga has proved it can 
make that happen. Perhaps that’s 
why power forward Brock 
Osweiler of Kalispell, Mont., is the 
latest top prospect to announce 
he'll join the Zags. 

He'll be a freshman in the fall of 
2009. SN 


G The hottest spot you'll find for 
recruiting news this July is 


sportingnews.com. 


Incoming Ohio State C Greg Oden, who is recovering from wrist surgery, almost 
certainly will be unable to participate but will be welcome at the U.S. 


senior men’s team practices next month in Las Vegas. Buckeyes 
coaches, in fact, want him to attend. The timing of Oden’s return to 
health will be uncertain until his cast is removed and he j 
undergoes a follow-up MRI, but in the meantime, he can run, lift q 
weights and work on. shooting with his opposite hand. “We're going 
to get him one heck of a left hand,’ coach Thad Matta says. > ‘ 


College of Charleston is likely to try for a coach such as Coastal Carolina’s 
Buzz Peterson or Winthrop’ S Gregg Marshall when it replaces Tom Herrion. If 


that. plan fails, Arizona State assistant Mark Phelps will bea candidate—and a 


good one. Phelps built himself into an elite recruiter under Herb Sendek at 
N.C. State before following him to Tempe. Watching how Sendek handled fan 
ee», Uunrest—despite five straight NCAA Tournament bids—gave Phelps a 
strong lesson in how to manage a program. > Bradley is expecting 
6-8 C Zach Andrews to step in for Patrick O'Bryant, who left early 
for the NBA draft. Andrews i is an excellent athlete. He had 19 points 
r and 15 rebounds in a December win over Western Kentucky before 
é *  O'Bryant was eligible. But the Braves won't have much size besides 
* Andrews, Coach Jim Les is planning to talk with friends Eddie Jordan of 
the Washington Wizards, Mark lavaroni of the Phoenix Suns and Jay Wright of 


\ ha 


Villanova about how to play successfully with four perimeter-oriented players. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


the spread option, not praise it. 


As Bill Shakespeare once said: | come to bury ) 


It's the end of the 
spread as we know it 


It’s OK, Chris. 

Not every quarterback 

can run the spread 
like Vince Young. 


verybody has a Vince 
Young. I can’t tell you how 
many times this offseason a 
coach has told me, “He’s 
like Vince Young.” 

No, he isn’t. 

And this is the problem with 
the ever-popular, ever-expanding 
myth that is the spread option. 
There is one Vince Young—and 
he is the sole reason the spread 
option succeeded at the 
championship level. 

It’s the player, not the scheme. 

So with the help of a few 
friends—assistant coaches 
throughout the nation who prefer 
to be anonymous because, well, 
you never know when you're 
going to need a job—I'm here to 
debunk the five biggest myths 
about the spread option. 
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Myth No. 1: The spread option 
evens the playing field in terms 
of personnel. 

“Nothing could be further from 
the truth,” says one Big 12 
defensive coordinator. “It’s based 
on deception. Deception ends 
after about a quarter if you don’t 
have at least two guys in the 
backfield that can run 4.4s anda 
bunch of road graders on the 
line.” 

Myth No. 2: The spread option 
really is just the option from the 
shotgun. 

“Two completely different 
ideas,” says an ACC offensive 
coordinator. “The idea of the true 
option—I'll call it the Nebraska 
option—is to get to the end of the 
(offensive) line with two choices: 
the quarterback keep or the 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


pitch. Most of the spread’s 
success is between the tackles 
moments after the snap—unless 
you have a quarterback with the 
speed to beat the pursuit to the 
outside. Lateral speed, make-up 
speed on the other side of the 
ball negates deception and 
disrupts blocking schemes. Ina 
true option, it’s zone blocking 
and finding a crease.” 

Myth No. 3: The spread option 
stretches the field for the 
passing game. 

“It’s a quick-hitting scheme; 
there is little time to wait for 
double moves in the passing 
game,” says an SEC defensive 
coordinator. “Any deep throw in 
this scheme comes with a 
three-step drop from the shotgun 
snap. In other words, it’s a typical 
throw from a shotgun formation. 
If you can’t stop the read play, the 
scheme can stretch the field 
because you're pushing your 
safeties for run support. But 
that’s a basic fundamental of 
offensive football: Run sets up the 
pass.” 

Myth No. 4: The spread option 
is a plug-and-play scheme. Any 
player can be successful. 

“There’s a big difference 
between Justin Zwick running the 
(spread) and Troy Smith,” says a 
Big Ten defensive coordinator of 
the Ohio State quarterbacks. “You 
have to be knowledgeable of the 
system; you have to trust it and 
play within it. How comfortable 
did (Florida’s) Chris Leak look 
last year? If Urban Meyer had 
taken the Notre Dame job, you 
guys would be lumping Brady 
Quinn in with Ron Powlus on the 
overhyped pile.” 

Myth No. 5: Any team can run 
principles of the system—and 
not the complete system—and 
have success. 

“Yeah,” says another Big 12 
defensive coordinator, “if you’re 
Vince Young.” 

My point exactly. SN 


A year after giving in to the spread 
option offense—or at least using 
more of it—Ohio State coach Jim 
Tressel has another delicate 
decision to make this fall: where, 
when and how to use uber-recruit 
Chris Wells. At 230 pounds, Wells 
isn’t a typical spread option 
scatback; he’s an |-formation 
bruiser with terrific speed and 
vision. The issue facing Tressel: 
Does OSU become predictable on 
offense when Wells enters the 
game? > Much has been made of 
Oklahoma State QB Bobby Reid’s 
progress this spring and his 
potential as the Cowboys’ healthy, 
uncontested starter this fall. The key 
to the season, though, will be 

RB Mike Hamilton. He was the Big 
12's newcomer of the year last 
season, and he is in terrific shape. 
Hamilton weighed as much as 245 
pounds in January 2005 but had 
dropped to 213 by the end of this 
spring after playing much of last 
season in the 220s. His breakaway 
speed has increased, and his 
endurance has improved—both are 
key factors in OSU's no-huddle 
offense. He wore down in fourth 
quarters last season, and the 
addition of speedy RB Dantrell 
Savage, a JC signee, will prevent 
Hamilton from being overworked. 
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When Aubie is 

winning, it’s like 
going into the Bose store 
in the mall, sitting in the 
theater room and 
cranking it up to 10. 


Matt Hayes discusses his 
fondness for Auburn's Jordan-Hare 
Stadium and other Saturday shrines 
at sportingne\ 


BY BRENDAN ROBERTS 


Alfonso Soriano, who 
averaged 24 steals the past 
two seasons with Texas, is 
on pace for 38 this season. 
Johnny Damon is running more with the 
Yankees than he did with the Red Sox. 

These aren’t coincidences. A 
manager's philosophy can have a 
profound impact on a player's stolen 
bases total. General managers can have 
an effect, too (I’m looking at you, Billy 
Beane). 

Now is a good time for Rotisserie-league 
owners who are hunting for steals to take 
into account managerial tendencies. It 
could make the difference in which 
speedster you choose to pursue in a deal. 

MOST AGGRESSIVE 

1. Mike Scioscia, Angels. Scioscia will 
send his runners in just about any 
situation. He’s not afraid to test good 
catchers, either. There are Angels with a 
steal this season—Jose Molina, Dallas 
McPherson and Mike Napoli among 
them—who have no right even to make 
attempts. 

2. Willie Randolph, Mets. It helps to 
have Jose Reyes and Carlos Beltran. 
Randolph’s team leads the majors with 
83 steals. Randolph has a fondness for 
stealing third base, and he sends unlikely 
runners, including 86-year-old Julio 
Franco, in close games. 

3. Ozzie Guillen, White Sox. He’s 
pulling back the reins a bit, but Oz still 
likes to play small ball. 

4. Joe Torre, Yankees. Even though his 
teams usually have plenty of power, 
Torre likes to push the envelope on the 
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bases. The best thing about Torre’s 
aggressiveness is that it enhances the 
fantasy value of studs Derek Jeter, Alex 
Rodriguez and Damon. 

5. Frank Robinson, Nationals. 
Robinson likes his team to run, but it has 
little speed outside of Soriano. Robinson 
is doing his best with fringe runners such 
as Ryan Zimmerman. 

LEAST AGGRESSIVE 

1. Ken Macha, A’s. Macha gets a pass. 
This is Beane’s doing. 

2. Terry Francona, Red Sox. Boston 
G.M. Theo Epstein doesn’t emphasize 
stealing bases either. 

3. Buck Showalter, Rangers. If your 
team played half its games at one of the 
top hitters parks in the majors, would 
you steal often? 

4. Clint Hurdle, Rockies. The Rockies 
have finished in the bottom third of the 
majors in steals the past three seasons 
and are on a similar pace again, despite 
having some quick players. 

5. Jim Tracy, Pirates. He gets this 
rating as much for his conservative ways 
while managing the Dodgers as for his 
work with the Pirates. 


Be aggressive with your fantasy team by going to 
fantasysource.sportingnews.com/baseball. 
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Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 


fantasy authority: fantasyagames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


JOHN CORDES FOR SN 


MORRY GASH / AP 


Slamming Bud 


Is your fantasy league having 
commissioner troubles? Maybe you 
could ask Bud Selig to take charge—or 
not. A few things you could expect 
from a Selig-run fantasy league: 

@ Extra stats would be assigned 
arbitrarily to make sure there were 
never any ties in 5x5 categories. Selig 
has learned ties are bad. 

@ Charges of conflict of interest 
would fly when Selig vetoed any trade that didn’t help his—I 
mean his daughter's—team. 

& Caffeine would be out as a performance enhancer. Find 
another way to keep your eyes open while checking on your 
team at 3 a.m. 

WYou could check out online scoring for every team except 
your own. 

m Your buddy's last-place team either would be contracted 
or bought by Selig and sold at a fat profit. -Rob Hurtt 


Lee: 
AIN TRUST 


Fantasy Source experts Rob Hurtt, Roger Kuznia 
and George Winkler. 
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Albert Pujols Alfonso Soriano Alfonso Soriano 
Cardinals Nationals Nationals 
Tom Glavine Jonathan Papelbon _— Bronson Arroyo 
Mets Red Sox Reds 
Jhonny Peralta Marcus Giles Mark Teixeira 
Indians Braves Rangers 
Mark Teixeira Rafael Furcal Aubrey Huff 
Rangers Dodgers Devil Rays 
Mike Mussina Gary Matthews Kenny Rogers 
Yankees Rangers Tigers 


Bo Jackson's blast 
in Anaheim 


Mark McGwire’s HR Tommy Lasorda’s 
derby at Fenway —_— tumble in Seattle 


7/7/06. .55 


dkindred @ sportingnews.com 


“It’s not my kind of Hall of Fame if Effa Manley is in it— 
( Effa Manley!—and Buck O'Neil is told to wait outside. 


Se 


An outrageous error of omission 


o you ever know something 
without knowing how you know 
it? You just know it. It just feels 
right. Like, of course. 
For instance, | know one thing 
about Buck O'Neil. 

He belongs in baseball's Hall of 
Fame. 

But July 30, when Cooperstown 
opens its doors to 18 new members, 
O'Neil will not be among those 
honored. 

Which is outrageous. 

Sooner than later, the good folks at 
Cooperstown will get it right. They 
must. They have to know how badly 
their select committee botched its 
work. Asked to elect representatives of 
the Negro leagues, the committee did 
the unthinkable if not the impossible. It 
named 16 men and a woman to the Hall 
of Fame without electing Buck O'Neil. 

As brain-locks go, an all-timer. 

Not that O’Neil complained. 

He’s a gentleman. 

Well, I'm no gentleman; I’m a sports 
columnist. 

So I'll scream and shout about the 
injustice, and I said as much to O'Neil, and 
here’s what the classy gentleman said in 


response: “I'm happy for all those who got in. 


Far as I’m concerned, everybody on that list 
deserved it.” 

Thirty-nine people were on the final ballot, 
including O'Neil. Yes, it is wonderful 17 were 
chosen by the committee. But leaving out 
O'Neil is like not noticing an Everest has 
popped out of a wheat field in Kansas. 

At age 94, he can tell you about Babe Ruth’s 
swing: “Sweet. We always hoped he'd miss the 
ball so we could see the whole swing. Sweet, 
just sweet.” And the sound of it: “Only heard 
that sound three times. Babe, Josh Gibson, Bo 
Jackson. Came out of the dugout to see what 
was happening.” 

Barry Bonds’ swing: “Compact and contact 
with power.” 
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Bonds is almost certainly a Hall of Famer, but where would 
he be without Hall snub O’Neil? 


Bonds and steroids? “If he used them when 
they were against the rules, that’s bad. But 
what's going on is like a modern-day lynching. 
I don’t mean that in a race way. People don’t 
like him, so they keep it going.” 

Any advice for Bonds? “I've talked to him 
twice this year, asked how he’s doing. ‘Fine.’ | 
got no business giving him advice. He’s a 
grown man.” 

Buck O'Neil is the living history of Negro 
leagues baseball. Decent player. A 
pennant-winning manager for the Kansas City 
Monarchs. A scout who helped discover Ernie 
Banks, Lou Brock, Lee Smith, Joe Carter. In 
1962, the Cubs made him major league 
baseball’s first black coach. 

After all that, he became a tireless, 
charismatic, endearing advocate of harmony 
reminding us that whatever differences of race 
exist, baseball brings Americans together. 

Bill James, the author, baseball historian 
and Red Sox executive, explained this—tried 
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to, anyway—in an essay posted on 
TheBaseballPage.com. 

He has met many Hall of Famers, and 
each was impressive, James wrote. But 
none “was remotely as impressive, in 
person, as Buck O'Neil. ... (He) 
combines intelligence, energy, 
enthusiasm and charisma at levels that 
are almost beyond belief—and yet it is 
not these things that make him what he 
is, either. ... What makes him what he is 

.. obviously I can’t put it in one 
sentence ... but what makes him what 
he is, is that he is driven by a personal 
philosophy to use these great gifts to 
make the world a better place.” 

I do not believe, nor does O'Neil 
believe, that he belonged with Satchel 
Paige and Josh Gibson in the first rank 
of Negro leagues players elected to the 
Hall of Fame. But the Hall diminishes 
its integrity when it says no to O'Neil 
and yes to a white woman, Effa 
Manley, whose contributions as a team 
co-owner are arguable on their way to 
negligible. 

Gentleman? Here’s a gentleman: Buck O'Neil 
has had the door slammed in his face by the 
Hall. He has been insulted by just enough of 
the Hall’s chosen historians that admirers 
believe he fell one vote short of election. 
Despite that brushoff, when invited to speak at 
the induction ceremony, O’Neil agreed to do it. 

“Buck will bat leadoff, opening the 
ceremony,” says Jeff Idelson, the Hall’s 
spokesman. 

Nice that they invited him, but if they think 
that makes everything OK they’re as wrong as 
I was in suggesting recently that the Hall 
create a Buck O'Neil Award for baseball’s great 
ambassadors. 

There is only one way out of this for the Hall 
of Fame. 

One way to do right by John Jordan “Buck” 
O'Neil. 

One way to regain a lost measure of dignity. 

Elect Buck O'Neil. SN 
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They are the best of the best, the 100 players who have lifted baseball to 
its ultimate level. They are the legends of yesteryear and heroes of today. 
Their accomplishments, feats and memories have cut a wide swath 
through the American psyche. 

In the long-awaited revised edition of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players, 
Sporting News updates and revisits the rankings that touched off a storm 
of discussion in 1998. From Babe Ruth and Walter Johnson to Barry 
Bonds and Roger Clemens, the players who have made the greatest 
impact on generations of fans will be assessed and accorded their 
special niche-in a-special. publication. 

Ruth vs. Bonds, Johnson vs. Clemens. Ty Cobb vs. Tony Gwynn: Let 
the debate begin! How do. today’s new generation of stars stack up 
against the legends of the past? 

Can: Randy Johnson, Derek Jeter, Sammy-Sosa and Alex Rodriguez 
make-the cut this:time? 


hed Profiles and Stats for each.of the-100 ranked players 
® Statistics:& breakdowns by position, primary teams & birthplaces. 
® A Top:100 Timeline that charts the career of each player 


* Top 10 player lists selected by.Hall-of Famers and. 6ther prominent: 
baseball people 
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